
 

 

 
U.S. Supreme Court Records & Briefs (1832-1978) 

• Unlike the print collection, which is often incomplete, this database contains the 
full text for every record and brief from 1832-1978 

• All records are actual page-images taken from the only existing complete print 
collection in Philadelphia 

• Records can be downloaded and printed in PDF format (up to 50 pages at a 
time) 

• Full text of every record document is searchable 
 

 

• Documents may be retrieved 
directly by either docket 
number or by reporter citation 

• Limit searches by date, term 
year, or to a range of years 

• Limit searches to specific 
document type, or select 
multiple types by holding down 
the Control key while selecting 
document types 

• To search for a specific author, 
enter the author’s enter 
“Lastname, Firstname” (or 
Organization Name), select 
“Author” from the drop-down 
menu to the right of the search 
field, and click “Search”  

• To search for a case by name, 
enter party name(s) in the field 
and select “Case Name” in the 
drop-down menu 

• Multiple search types may be 
run simultaneously by using 
more than one field and drop-
down menu 

• Activate “Fuzzy Search” for 
alternate spellings, tenses, or 
singular/plural 

 
 



Downloading and Printing: 
• All documents can be printed or downloaded in PDF format by selecting the 

 icon from a document result page 
• Note that downloading and printing is restricted to 50 pages of a document at a 

time, but these pages need not be contiguous 
• Enter desired page number(s) or range(s) in the appropriate field form the print 

screen (E.g., 1, 3, 5-7, 11-15) 
• A specific page may also be printed in printer-friendly HTML format 
 
 

Sources for recent Supreme Court briefs: 
 
ABAnet.org 
The ABA provides PDF versions of briefs going back to the 2003/04 Term.  The ABA 
seems to get access to party briefs and upload them earlier than any other free site.  
The ABA focuses on the initial main party briefs, but on occasion will have some 
subsequent or amicus briefs available. 
http://www.abanet.org/publiced/preview/briefs/home.html 
 
Findlaw.com 
Findlaw provides PDF versions of Supreme Court records and briefs going back to 
1999.  Findlaw may not have the most recent briefs as quickly available at the ABA, 
but Findlaw is much more comprehensive in the records and briefs it makes 
available, including all party briefs, amicus briefs, and joint appendices. 
http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/briefs/index.html 

 


