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Patent Reform:

The Pharmaceutical Industry Prescription For
Post-Grant Opposition And Remedies

Introduction

The United States patent system is an
essential component of everyone’s daily
life. Upon issuance, a patent is rightly con-
sidered to be at the forefront of innovation
and technology. Although the statutes
allowing and governing patents have
changed over time, the vision of intellec-
tual property originally conceived in the
Constitution has remained constant.!

Today, the issuance of patents is
grounded upon the Patent Act of 19527
Monumental transformations, ranging
from life-saving drugs to integrated com-
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puter systems, have taken place in the
world of science and technology during
the past fifty years. However, the process
of obtaining and protecting patents for
these scientific breakthroughs has not
changed on an appreciable scale.

The concept of patent reform in the
United States has slowly gained momen-
tum in recent years. Following reports by
the Federal Trade Commission in 2003°
and the National Academy of Sciences in
2004,* Congress decided to take action and
the Patent Reform Act of 2005 was pro-
posed.’ However, the bill was not enacted.’
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