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INTRODUCTION

“The main challenge for developing countries is to transform
[TRIPS] from a rent transfer mechanism into an effective
instrument for technological development.”

— Carlos Primo Braga'

Depending on your point of view, the 1994 TRIPS Agreement
was either a dramatic leap forward or an unprecedented act of legal
imperialism.” By putting in place mandatory minimum standards
covering all the major intellectual property (IP) rights (plus some
minor ones), backed by mandatory dispute resolution enforceable
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