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INTRODUCTION

The rape of Native American women has been likened to the
destruction of indigenous culture because both are seen as “attacks on the
human soul.”! Both, it is claimed, are “a kind of spiritual death.”2 This
sentiment is explained by Andrea Smith, a Native American anti-violence
rape counselor and activist, who wrote that “every Native [rape] survivor I
ever counseled ... said to me at one point, ‘I wish I was no longer
Indian.” These women, who believe that they are targets of violence
specifically because they are Native women, therefore consider that the
only solution to the rape crisis currently sweeping Indian country " is to lose
their indigeneity.
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