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I. INTRODUCTION

Overseas fans of the National Basketball Association (“NBA”) find
themselves in a difficult predicament. Consider, for example, a die hard
Memphis Grizzlies fan, born and raised in Memphis, but currently living in
Taiwan. The local broadcast television and cable stations in Taiwan only
broadcast NBA games pursuant to licenses from NBA Entertainment, Inc. or
from local United States sports channels like Fox Sports Net. As a result,
excluding playoff games, a total of one Grizzlies’ game is shown on local
television every season. Satellite television services like Dish Network and
DirecTV have not been established in Taiwan, and the NBA does not provide
online video broadcasts of games like those provided by Major League
Baseball on MLB.TV.! Before the advent of the Internet, the average NBA
fan living outside the United States had few means to follow his favorite
teams. Now, thanks to a new genre of technology, commonly referred to as
peer-to-peer Internet television (“P2PTV”), fans abroad have access to more
live video broadcasts of American sports games and can potentially even
record the games they like on their personal computer.

Most P2PTV technology is used to redistribute television channels on the
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