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This Comment argues that, in an effort to facilitate a considera-
ble reduction in copyright infringement, internet host providers (IHPs)
should be subject to vicarious and/or contributory liability when they as-
sist and profit from public access to infringed material.

INTRODUCTION

Courts in Russia and China find it difficult to shut down web-
sites that are responsible for making infringed materials available to the
public for widespread distribution. Part of the problem is that Russian
and Chinese efforts to comply with bilateral and multilateral intellectual
property (IP) treaties are inadequate. To induce a tighter grip on copy-
right infringers, the United States pressured Russia to submit to an
agreement calling for a “copyright hotline,” which allows both nations to
swap copyright information.? Russia’s agreement is one of several key
elements it must satisfy to join the World Trade Organization (WTO), as
the United States continually blocked Russia’s entry due to copyright
abuses.’ In addition, the United States recently brought a complaint be-
fore the WTO regarding China’s alleged inability to punish copyright in-
fringers.* While progress is incremental in both nations, Russian and
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