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ABSTRACT

Frequently in criminal cases, particularly drug cases, prosecutions rely on a
theory of modus operandi. Modus operandi is “[a] inethod of operating or a
manner of procedure; especially a pattern of criminal behavior so
distinctive that investigators attribute it to the work of the same person.”
While modus operandi is currently in the sole domain of criminal law, in a
world of ever evolving technology and digital file-sharing operations, modus
operandi would be a valuable tool in copyright infringement law as well.
Applying the modus operandi concept to copyright infringement cases is a
way to refine the legal standard for file-sharing providers as these services
adapt their systems to avoid liability as they provide copyrighted material to
users and profit from such illegal use.
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