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Mr. ){cLean moved to reconsider the vote and to lay the mo-
tion on the table.
On motion of Mr. )[ills, the Conventio adjourned until 9

o’etoek A. 5L to-morrow.

TIIIRTY-NINTH DAY.
HALL OF REPRESENTATIVES,

AUSTIN, TExs, October 0, 1875.
Convention met pursuant, to adjournment roll called quom

present. Prayer by the Rev. T. . Lee, of St. David’s Church.
Journal o yesterday read and adopted.
On motion of Mr. MeKinney, of Walker, )Jr. Ross was ex-

cused until Monday next.
On motion of Mr. Robeson, of Fayette, Mr. Moore was ex-

cused until Saturday next.
Mr. Russell, of Wood, submitted the fotlowin report 0f a ma-

jority of Committee on Revenue and Taxation
CoRoo,

AusTin, October 18, 1875.
To the Hon. E. B. Pickett, PreValent o[ the Convention:
The undersized, constituting a portion of the Committee on

evemie and Taxation, reset that they can not concur in that
portion of the report of said committee which provides that. taxes
on real and personal property due by non-residents may be paid
at the Comptrollers Oce in Austin or in the county where the
non-resident tax-payer resides, instead of being paid to the col-
lector of taxes in the county where the property is situated.
We believe that enormous wrongs have heretofore beed perpe-

trated by nonqsident tax-payers in not rendering their lands for
taxation at all and in inadequate valuation on property, both
real and personal, and in th6 privilege heretofore anted that
class of persons in allowing taxes to be paid elsewhere than in
the county where the same are due, and that all other subjects of
retrenchment and reform sink into comparative insiifieanee
when compared to this.
We believe that the past history of the country shows that

large land owners, many of whom reside beyond te limits of
the State, nnder pre-existing laws, have bn enabled to escape
axation in whole or in part, and the actual settlers owning far
less property have been required to pay largely over a just pro-
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portion of the expenses of the State government, and that the
only way to effect a permanent remedy for the evil is to reqmre
all taxes to be paid in the county where the property is situated.
We believe that taxation should be equal and uniform through

the country and that every citizen and property owner shoul
bear his just proportion of the burthens of government; and
that no m, or set of me should have exclusive privileges, and
that law is best which affords the .eatest good to the eatest
number of persons. And while we would be willing that citi-
zens of unorganized counties should be permitted to pay teir
taxes at the office of the Comptroller of Public Accounts at the
capital of the State, we do, most eaestly, insist that all other
persons should be required to pay taxes on property in the
county where the propey is situated, and that this can only

done by having the mod of collecting taxes made plain,
direct and expeditious.
We are informed and believe that several million dollars are

now due the State for back taxes, and notwithstanding frequent
tislative enactments on the subt, some of which requiring
landed vropey to be valued in the county where situated, more

than 35,000,,000 million acres of patented ]and in Texas, owned by
non-residents, have heretofore escaped taxation entirely, whereby
the country is annually being wronged out of a very large
amount of money.

W. P.

As Hozr,
J. W. WD,

G. B. Coo,
Josox, of Co]lin,
L. S. Ross.

On motion of [r. Allison one hundred copies o the repo
ordered printed.
On motion o )ft. Russell, o ]{an’son, )It. Flanagaa was

excused indefimte]5.
5ft. Holt offered the o]lowing resolution d rdnance:
Resolved, That the t’o]]owing ordinance be submitted t the

people, to be voted on by them as a parate and dstinct pro.po-
sition, at the electn pon the ratification o the constitution to
be red by hs C’onventon; and if a majority o the votes
east at such election upon such crdinance shall be in favor thereof,
the ame hall be a part ( the o(mattut(m (f the State
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ORDINANCE ON

"No person who shall be twenty-twoyears of age or upwards,
shall be peitted t vote at any e]ectio held in this State
unless he shall have paid a State or unt tax, whi shall have
b assessed at least two months and paid at lst on6 month
before the election."
Oa moioa of r. Kilgore, the resolution and ordinance were

eferred t selt committ o five.
5r. Dehoney offered the following resolution
esolved, That the Committee en Agridture ad Stk-rals-

ing be instituted W inquire law the expediency o reposing the
ollowing aicle, er smething similar, as a provision in the con-
stitutio twit

TICLE
AGICULTUE AD STATISTICS.

Stion . Th Iislature shall provide for the establish-
ment and sup a Bureau of Agriculture d Statistics,
which bureau shall arg with gathering and publishi
rrt statistic infoatien as the ulation, public lands,
pructions, aicultara], ind and stk-grewing, as well
ase minerald ther rurces af the different stions of the
State."
eed to Gonmitt on Aiculture and Sk-raising.

Ta the Ho E. . Pkett, President of the Convetion:
I instated by the majorityof the CmmiteaJudicia

tomtothe Convention e aompanying article as the ult
of their labors to prent to the Convention an aicle oa the
"Jadici Depament" in the nstitutien for the Stat
fr by is Convetion.

Diversity of opinion existed among the mmittee; and ea
memr of te mmitt will1 himself at ]iy tun
his views e different tions of the aicle.

W. P.
One the Committe.

TICLE
JUDICIAL

Sion ]. The judicial power ef this Sta shall be vested
in one Supreme Coup, ia Dist.ct Courts, in County CouPs,
mmissioners’ Cous,in Cous o Justices e the Peace, and in
su other couFs as may be esb]ished by law. The gislature
may establish crimbml dMrict cnrts, with uah jursdie.ien
it may prescribe but n* such curt a]l b established nnle
he distrc in]udes a cty containing at least fiteen thmsa,d
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inhabitants, as ascertained by the census of the United States, or

other official census. The Criminal District Court of Galveston
and Harris counties shall continue with the district jurisdiction
and organization now existing by law, until otherwise provided
by law.

"Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of five justices,
three of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence
of three judges shall be necessary to a decision by said court.
The State shah be divided into five districts, as nearly equal in

population as practicable, and the qualified voters, of each dis-

trict shah elect one of said justiees at an election for members
of the Legislature. Each of said justices at the time of his
election shall be a citizen of the United States, at least thirty
years of age, and have been a practicing lawyer, or judge of a

court of record, either or together, in this State seven years, and
have resided two years next preceding his election in the dis-

trict by which he may be elected. They shall hold their office
for eight years, and shall each receive an annual salary of four
thousand dollars, which amount shall not be increased or dimin-
ished during their term of office. :They shall’ elect from among
their number, from time to time as they may deem proper, a pre-
siding judge, with reference to the dipatc’h of business in said
eour

" Sec. 3. The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction
only, which shall be co-extensive with tim limits of the State.
In criminal cases below the grade of felony, no appeal shall be
allowed from the County Court, unless within such time and
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, upon in-
spection of a transcript of the record from the County Court, the
district judge of said county, or a judge of the Supreme Court
first applied to, and whose duty it shall be to indorse his action
thereon, shall certify his belief that error therein has been com-
mitted by said County Court. Appeals may be allowed from in-

terlocutory judenents in such cases and under such regulations
as may be provided by law. The Supreme. Court and the judges
thereof shall have power to issue the writ of habeas corpus, and
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law they may
issue the writ of mandamus and all other writs necessary to en-

force the jurisdiction o said court. The. Supreme Court shall
have power upon affidavits, or otherwise, as by the court may
e thought proper, to ascertain such matters of fact as may be
necessary to the proper exercise of its jurisdiction. The Supreme
Court shall sit for the transaction of business from the first
day of October until the last Saturday of June of every year,
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the seat of government, and at no. more than two other ptacs
in the State.

"Sec. 4. The Supreme Court shall appoint a clerk for each
place a.t which it may sit, and each of said clerks shall give bond
in such manner as is now, or may hereafter, be. required by law
shall hold his office for four years, and shall be subjec to
moral by the said court, for good cause, entered of record on the
minutes of said court.

"Sec. 5. On certificate from the Supreme Court that said
court is unable to dispose o the business pending therein, o-
gether with the current business of said court, the Legislature
shall provide for the organization of a commission for the deter-
mination of all cases pending in said Supreme Court, and which
may be turned over to sMd commission by the Supreme. Court.

See. 6. The State shall be divided into.., judicial districts,
which may be increased or diminished by the Legislature. For
each district there shM1 be elected by the q ualified voters thereof,
at a general election for members of the Legislature. a judge,
who shah be at least twenty-five years of age, shall be a citizen
the United States, shall have been a practicing attorney in the
courts of this State for the period of four years, shall residue in
his district during his term of oce, shall hold his office for the
term of six years, shall receive an annual salary of three thou-
sand dollars, which shall not be increased or diminished during
his term ef service, and shall hold the regular erms of cour
one place in each county in the district twice in each year, in
such manner as may be prescribed by law.

The Legislature shall ha:ce po’er, by general act. to authorize
the holding of special erms, when necessary for the dispatch
business, and shall provide for the holding o district
when the judge thereof is absent, or is, from any cause, disabled
or disqualified from presiding.

"Sec. 7. The District Court shah have original jurisdiction of
all criminal cases; of all suits in behalf of the State o recover
penalties, forfeitnres and eseheats: of all eases of divorce: of
all suits to recover damages for slander or defamation of charac-
ter; of all suits for the trial of title to land: of all suits for the
enforcement of liens: of all suits for he. trim of the rht to
property, levied on by virtue of any writ of execution, sequestra-
tion or attachment, when the property levied on shall be equal
te or exceed in value one hundred dollars and of all suits, com-
plaints or pleas whatever, without reg’ard to any dist.inctia
between law and equity, when the matter in controversy shall
be valued at, or amomted to, ene hundred dollars, exc]nsiv of
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interest; and the sad curts and t,he judges thereof shall have

power to issue writs of injunction, certlorarb and all other writs
necessary to enforce their own jurisdiction, and to give them a

general superintendence and control over inferior tribunals.
The District Courts shall have original and appellate jurisdic-
tion and general control in probate matters over the County
Court established in each county; for appointing g’uardians,
granting letters testamentary and of administration for setthng
the accounts of executors, administrators, and guardians and for
the transaction of business appertaining to estates; and original
jurisdiction and general control over executors, administrators,

guardians and minors, under such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the Legislature."
"See. 8. There shall be a clerk of the District Court for each

county, who shall be elected by the qualified voters for State and
county offiees, and who shall hold his office for four years, sub-
jeet t removal by information or by indictment of a rand jury,
and conviction by a petit, jury; in ease of vacancy, the judge of
the Distrit Court shall have the power to appoint a clerk who
shall hold until the next general election.

"See. 9. In the trial of all causes in the District Courts the
plaintiff or defendant shall, upon application made in open court,
have the right of trial by jury, but. no jury shall be empaneled
in any civil ease unless demanded by a party to. the ease, and a

ju. fee. be paid by the party demanding a jury; for such sum
and with such exceptions as may be preseibe4 by the Legis-
lature.

"See. 10. ;o judge shall sit in any case wherein he may he
interested, or where either of the parties may be connected with
him by affinity or eonsanminity, within such deoree as may be
prescribed by law, or where he shall have been of counsel in the
case. When the Supreme Court, or any three of its members shall
be thus disqualified to hear and dtermine any ease or eases in
said court, the same shatl be certified to the Governor of the
State, who shall immediately commission the requisite number
of persons, learned in the law, for the trial and determination of
said ease or cases. When a judge of the District Court is dis-
qualified, by any of the causes above stated, the parties may, by
consent, appoint a proper -person to try said ease; or, upon ’their
failing to do so, a competent person shall be appointed to try the
cause in the county where it s pending, in such manner as may
be prescribed by law; and the District Judges may exchange
districts, or hold courts for each other, when they may deem it

expedient, and shall do so when directed by law. The disquali-
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fication of judges of inferior tribunals shall be remedied and
vacancies in their offic?s shall be filled as prescribed by law.

"So6. 11. All judges of the Supreme and District. Courts
shall, by virtue of their oNc(’s, be conservators of the peace
throughout the State.. The style, of all writs and process shall
be, The State of Texas;’ all proseeut.ions shall be carried on
in the name and by the authority of The State of Texas,’ and
conclude against the peace and digity of the State.’

"See. 12. Grand and petit juries in the District Courts shall
be composed of twelve men; but fine members of a grand jury
shall be a quorum to transact business and present bills. In
trials of civil case.s, and in trials of criminal cases, below the
grade of felony, in the District. Courts, nine members of the jury,
concurring, may render a verdict; but when the verdict shall be
rendered by less than the whole number, it s.hall be signed by
eve.ry member of the jury concurring in it. When, pending the
trial of an$ ease, one or more jurors may die or be disabled from
sitting, the remainder of the jury shall have power to render a
verdict; provided, that the Legislature may change or modify
the rule authorizing less .than the whNe number o.f the jury to
render a verdict.

"Sec. 13. There shall be established in each county in the
State an inferior tribunal styled the County Court, which shall
be a court of record; and there, shall be elected by the qualified
voter: in each county a judge of the said County Court, who shall
be well informed in the law of the State and a conservator of the
peace, anfl shall hold his oce for four years, and until his suc-
cessor is qualified. He shall receive such compensation as may
be prescribed by law, and shall be. removed from office for
neglect, of duty, incompetency, malfeasance,, or official mis-
conduct, and the Legislature shall enact laws to reticulate such
removal.

See. 14. The County Court shall have jurisdiction, with such
exceptions as may be provided by law, of all misdemeanors and
of civil eases when the matter in controversy shall exceed one.
hundred dollars and not exceed five hundrec[ dollars, exclusive
of interest, without regard to any distinction between law and
equity but shall not have jurisdiction of suits for the recovery
of lands, nor to enforce liens on real estate. Said County Court
shall have the general jurisdiction of a probate court; shall
probate wills, appoint aamrdians of minors, idiots, lunatics, per-
sons wn compox mentis, and eommo.n drunkards; grant letters
testamentary and of administration; settle the accounts of
exeeufor, administrators and +uardians; transact all business


