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gon of Tarrant, Joh son of Titus, Jo es of Bastrop, Jo es of
Bexar, Lane, Latimer, Ledbetter, McCormack, Murchison, Par-
ker, Paschal, Saunders, Shuford, Smith of Colorade, Smith of
Lamar, Shelds, Taylor of Fanni , Varnell, Wa 1, Whitdeld.
Woods, and Young—39.

Nays—DMessrs. Alle , Anderson, Ball, Beall, Brya , Brad-
shaw, Camp of Upshur, Clements, Dalrymple, Giddings. G rley,
Hancock, Huns, Howard, Henderson, Ireland, Lindsey, Nelson,
Noiton, Norris, Parso s, Perry, Phillips, Porter, Ra dolpl,
Record, Recves, Richardson, Roberts, Runnels, Saufley, Shep-
ard, Selman, Spaight, Slaughter, Taylor of Houston, Thomas.
Thompson, Tvus, Walker. and Wilson—41

Mr. Ha cock’s amendment to the resol tion was adopted.

The resojutio as ame ded was adopted.

Whereupon, the Presidert appomted Messrs. Paschal, Dicksor
Latimer, Gurley, a d McCormack, a committee to wait o the
Gover or, in ¢o formity to the resolution.

Mr. Ireland offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Convention do  ow proceed to the election
of a Reporter.

Adopted.

On motion, the House adjourned ntil 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
moriow, pending the election of a Reporter.

SATURDAY, February 10th, 1866

Convention 1et pursua t to adjo rnment. Roll called; qro-
rum present ; journal of yesterday read, ame ded a d adopted.

Mr. Taylor, of Fanni , presented the credentials of Mr. Har-
din Hart, delegate elect from Hunt county, who took his seat.

Mr. Hancock moved a re-co sideration of the vote adopting
the amendment to Mr. Paschal’s resolution yesterday. The
yeas « d nays being called fo1, stood thus:

Yeag—DMessrs. President, Allen, Anderso , Armstrong, Beall,
Benge, Boyd, Bryan, Bumpass, Camp, of Goliad, Camp, of
Upshur, Cleme ts, Dalrymple, Davis, of Webh, Davis, of Cher-
okee, Dege er, Dickson, Drake, Fla aga , Frazmer, Gurley,
Halbert, Hancock, Hart, H rwood, Henderson, Hill, H t,
Hurt, Joh son, of Tarrant, Joh son, of Titus, Jones, of Bastrop,
Jones, of Bexar, Lane, Latmmer, Ledbeiter, In dsey, Mabry,
McCormack, Middleto , Muarchison, Nelson, Norton, Paschal.
Phillips, Randolph, Record, Reeves, Richardson, Roberts.
Saunders, Saufley, Shiclds, Shuford, Slaughter, Smth, of Colo-
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rado, Smith, of Lamar, Spaight, Taylor, of Fannip, Taylor, of
Honsto , Thomas, of Camerv , Thomas, of Grimes, Thompson,
Tyus, Varnell, Walker, Waul, Whitfield, Woods, and Young—T70.

Nays—Messrs. Ball, Bradshaw, Giddings, Ireland, Parso s,
Perry, Porter, Ru nels, Selman, Shepard, and Wilso —11.

Mr. Paschal offered the followr g resolution -

Resolved, That do now proceed to admimster
to each member of this Convention the oath to support the Co -
stitution of the United States

Mr. Hancock moved to fill p the bla k with the name of
Judge Everts, and the resolutio was adopted as ame ded.

Mr. Henderson moved that the oath be admi istered to the
members on their feet, in a body, by Judge G. A. Evarts.

Adopted.

Judge Evarts admi istered the oath to the following
Delegates :

Mesars. President, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong. Ball, Beall,
Benge, Boyd, Brya , Bradshaw, Bumpass, Camp, of Goliad,
(amp, of Upshur, Clements, Dalrymple, Davis, of Webb, Davis,
of Cherokee, Degener, Dickso , Drake, Flanagan, Frazer, Gid-
dings, Gurley, Halbert, Hancock, Harwood, Henderson, Hill,
Hurt, Ireland, Johnson, of Tarra t, Johnson, of Titus, Jones,
of Bastrop, Jones, of Bexar, Lane, Latimer, Ledbetter, Li dsey,
Mabry, McCormack, Middleton, Murchison, Nelson, Norton,
Norns, Parker, Parsons, Paschal, Perry, Phillips, Porter, Ra -
dolph, Record, Reeves, Richardson, Roberts, Ru nels, Saunders,
Saufley, Selman, Shepard, Shields, Shuford, Slaughter, Smith,
of Colorado, Smith, of Lamar, Spaight, Taylor, of Fannin,
Taylor, of Houston, Thomas, of Grimes, Thomas, of Cameron.
Thompson, Tyns, Varnell, Walker, Waul, Whitfiield, Wilson,
Woods, a d Young.

Mr. Dickso offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the seats in the Hall of the Conventio be
numbered and drawn for, under the direction of the President, at
3 o’clock, P. M., te-day.

Yeas and nays being called for, 1esulted as follo s:

Yeas—Messrs, President, Anderson, Ball, Beall, Benge, Boyd,
Bryan, Camp, of Goliad, Camp, of Upshur, Davis, of Webb,
Dickson, Giddings, Gurley, Halbert, Hancock, Johnson, of Tar-
rant, Johuson, of Titus, Jones, of Bastrop, Jo es, of Bexar.
Mabry, McCormack, Murchison, Parker, Phillips, Reeves, Rich-
ardson, Ranck, Saunders, Shields, Slaughter, Smith, Spaight,
Thomas, of Cameron, Thomas, of Grimes, Tyus, Varnell,
Walker, Whitfleld, and Wilson—38.
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bradshaw, Bumpass, Clem-
ents, Dalrymple, Davis, of Cherokee, Degener, Drake, Flanagan,
Frazier, Hart, Harwood, Henderson, Hill, Hunt, Hurt, Ireland,
Lane, Ledbetter, Middleton, Nelson, Norton, Parsons, Paachal,
Perry, Porter, Record, Runnels, Saufley, Shuford, Smith, of
Lamar, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of Houston, Thompson,
Waul, Woods, and Young—38.

Adopted.

Mr. Paschal offered the following resolution:

Resvlved, That a committee of five members be appointed by
the President to call on the Provisional Governor, and inform
him that the Convention 1s now fully organized, and ready to
receive any message or communication from him.

Adopted.

The President announced the committee appointed for that
purpose yesterday to wait on the Governor.

Mr. Jones, of Bexar, presented the credentials of Mr. Ranck,
delegate from Mason county, who took the oath and his seat in
the Hall.

Mr Paschal, chairman of committee appointed to wait on the
Governor, reported that the Committee had waited on Gov Ham-
ilton, who informed them that he would send in his message to
the Convention in one hour.

The election for a Reporter, being in order, was taken up.

Mr. Giddings nominated Prof. E. B Smith, of Soule Uni-
versity, Washington county. There being no other nominations,
on motion of Mr. Whitfield, Mr Smith was elected Reporter of
the Convention by acclamation, and so declared by the President.

Mr. Norton’s resolution relative to appointing Standing Com-
mittees was again taken up.

Mr. Henderson moved to amend by adding a Committee on
Education, a Committee on Public Lands, and a Committee on
Internal Improvements.

Adopted.

Mr. Waul moved to add a Committee on Finance.

Adopted.

On motion, a committee on Indian Affairs was also added.

Mr. Taylor, of Fannin, moved to strike out the number
thiiteen, and leave the number discretionary with the President.

ost.

Mr. Frazier offered the following as a substitute for the fifth
resolution :

Resolved, That we, the Delegates of the inhabitants of Texas,
do now proceed to ordain a Constitution erecting the State of
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Texas, furnishing smd inhabitants a republican form of Govera-
ment, in accorda ce with the Constitution of the United States
of America.

Lost.

The following message was received from his Excellency,
Gov Hamilton :
Exzcurive Orrics, 1
Austi , February 10th, 1866. {
Gentlemen of the Convention .

Having been informed, by a committee or your nonorable
body, of yo v organization and readiness to proceed to the b si-
ness for which you have heen convened, and to receive any co.n-
munieation which I may think proper to make, I feel it to be my
duty to state to you, fiankly, and as briefly as possible, my views

por the important subjects which will most probably e gage
your attention.

I received my appointme t, as Provisional Governor of Texas,
from the President of the U ited States, on the 17th day of
June, A no Domi i, 1865. In his proclamation of th t date,
conferring the appointmcnt, the President made it my duty, * at
the earliest practicable period, to prescribe s ch rules and regu-
lations as might be necessary a d proper for convening a Co. -
vention, to be composed of Delegates to be chosen by that
portion of the weople of Te as who are loyal to the U ited
States, a d no others, for the purpose of Itering or amendi g
the Constitution thereof;” and vesti g in me * authority to
exevcise, withm the hmits.of said State, all the powers necessary
and proper to enable such loyal people of the State of Texas to
restore said State to ifs constitutional relatio s to the Federal
Government, &c., &c., provided, that in any election that may be
hereafter held for choosing Delegates to any State Convention,
as aforesaid, no person shall be qualified as an elector, or shall
be eligible as a menmber of such Convention, u less he shall have

veviously taken and subscribed the oath of mnesty, as set
forth in the President’s proclamation of May 29th, 1867, a d is
a voter, qualified as prescribed by the Constitution and laws of
the State of Texas, in force immediately before the Ist day of
February, 1861.”

The Preside t's Amnesty Proclamatio , of the 29th of May,
made it the duty of the Secretary of Stateof the U ited States
to prescribe rules and reg lations for admi istering and record-
ing the amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefits to the people,
and guard the Government against fraud.

On the day of the issuance of the President’s proclamation,
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Mr, Seward issued a circular, from the Department of State, in
which he directed that ¢ the oath preseribed in the President’s
proclamation may be taken and subscribed before any commis-
mwoned officer, civil, military, or naval, in the service of the
United States, or any civil or military officer of a loyal State or
Territory, who, by the laws thereof, may be qualified “ r admin-
istering oaths.”

From this it will be seen that according to a strict construction
of the rules preseribed by the Secretary of State, none but a
commissioned officer, civil, military, or naval, in the service of
the United States, or a civil or military officer of a loyal State
or Territory, qualified, by the laws thereof, foo administering
oaths, could properly administer the oath of ammesty and make
retmn thereof If I had acted upon this rule, as prescribed by
the Seeretary of State, large nnmbers of the people of Texas
would have jeen unable to avail themselves of the clemency of
the President, and thus qualify themselves to vote for Delegates
to a Convention, within any reasonable time. Owing to the
immense extent of our inhabited territory, many persons would
have een obliged to ‘ravel great distances to find an officer
competent to administer the oath of amnesty. Under these
circumstances 1 determined to act in the spirit, rather an in
strict accordance with the letter of my instructions I ventured
upon the plan of organizing a Board, in each county in the State,
20 constituted as to justify the expectation of firm and impartial
action, for the purpose of administering the oath of ammesty to
the people, at the least possible expense and inconvenience

T knew well the beneficent purpose of the President, and his
anxiety that the people should qualify themselves, as speedily as
possible, to vote for Delegates to a Convention. I trusted con-
fidently to the justice and liberality of the President to approve of
a departure from instructions, for the purpose of carrying into
effect s policy ; and I hoped that a measure intended to pro-
mote the interest and convenience of the people, would be
appreciated, and received in a spirit of commendation instead of
complaint.

I have reason to believe that some persons who are entitled to
respectful consideration are of opinion that I transcended the
powers vested in me by the President, when I authorized the
Boards of Registration, established in the different eounties, to
determine what persons were entitled, because of their loyalty to
the Government of the United States, to be registered as voters ;
and also when I assumed, in my proclamation of the 15th of
November last, that persons who are within any of the excep-

B






