
son of Tarrant Job son of Titus, Jo es of Basrop Jo es
Bexar, Lane, Latimer, Ledbetter, McCormack, Murchisom Par-
ker, Paschal, Saunders, Shuford Smith of Colorado Smh
Lamer, Sh@ls, Taylor of Fanni Yarnell, Wa l
Woods and Young--39.

Nays--Messrs. Alle Anderson, Ball Bea, Bry,. Brad
shaw: Camp of Upshur Clements Dalrymple, Giddngs. G rley
Hancock, un, Howard, Henderson, Irelund, Lindsey
Noton Norris Parso s Perry PhilHps, Porter, Ra dolph
Eecord Eecves Richardson Roberts, Runnels, Saufley, Shep-
ard, Selman Spaigh, Slaughter, Taylor of Houston, honas

Mr. Ha cock’s amendment o he resol hon was
The resomto as ame ded vas adopted.
Whereupon, the Presidee appointed Messrs. Paschal, Dckso

Lairaer, G-nrley, a d McOormack, a committee to wa o the
Gover or, in co fortuity to he resolut,on.

Mr. reh.*d obred the Mowmg resolution
igesoh,ed Tha the Convention do ow >roceeo. to ne eect:c:

of a ReDortr.
Adopted.
On momn, the House adjosrned ntd I0 o’cloek

monow, pending the elechon of a Rerorer.

SATurDAX, February 10th, 1866
Convention let pursna t to adjo rnment. Roll called q

rum p esent journal of yesterday read, ame ded a d adopted.
Mr. Iaylor, of Fanni presented the eredentlals of Mr. Har-

din Hart, delegate elect from Hunt county, who took hs sea
Mr. Hancock moved re-co sderatmn of the vote adopting

the amendment o Mr. Pasehal’s resolution yesterday. The
yeas t d nays being called fo, stood hus

Xeas--Messrs. President, Allen, Ancerse Armstrong, BeaU.
Bongo, Boyd, Bryan, Bumpass, Camp of qoliad, Camp,
Upshur, Cleme ts, Dalrymple, Dvis, of Webb, Davis, of Cher-
okee, Doge er Dc}on, Drake, Fla sa Frazer, Gurley.
Hlbert, Hancock, Hat, H rwood, Henderson, Hill, H
Hurt Joh son, of Tarrnt, Job son, of Titus, Jones, of Bastrop,
Jones, of Bexar, Lane, Latimer, Ledbegter, L dsey, Mabry,
McCormaek, Mddleto Murehson, Nelson, Norton, Paschal
Phillips, Randolph, Record, Reeves, Rmhardson, Roberts
Saunaers, Saufley Shields, Shuford, Slaughter, Smith, of Cole-
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tad% Smith, of Lamar, Spaight, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of
Hoasto Thomas, of Career. Thomas, of Grimes, Thompson
Tys, Vanell, Walker, Wul, Whitfield, Woods, and Young--70.

Nays--Messrs. Ball, Bradshaw, Giddivgs, Ireland, Parse
Perry, Porter, Ru nels, Selman, Shepard, and Wilso --11.
Mr. Paschal offered the follow1 g resolution-
Re,oh,ed, That do now proceed to admimste’

to each member of ths Convention the oath to support the Co
stitutioa of the United Staten

Mr. Hancock moved to fill p the bla k ith the name of
Jdge Evarts, and the resolutm was adopted as ame ded.

Mr. Henderson moved that the oath be adml istered to the
members o their fee, in a body, by Judge G. A. Evart.

Adopted.
Judge Evarts adml stered the oath to the following

Delegates
Messrs. President, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong. Ball, Beall

Ienge, Boyd, Irya Bradshaw, Bumpass, Camp, of Goliad,
Camp, of Upshur, Clements, Datrymple, Davs, of Webb, Davis
of Cherokee, Degener, Dickso Drake, Flanagan, Fraer, Girl-
drags, Gurley, Halbert, Hancock, Harwood, Henderson, Hill,
Hurt, Ireland, .}’ohnson, of Tarra t, Johnson, of Titus, Jones,
of Bastrop, Jones, of Bexar, Lane, Latimer, Lodbetter, Li dsey,
/abry, McCormac]:, Middleton, Murchison, Nelson, Norton,
lorrs Parker, Parsons, Paschal, Perry, Phillips, Porter, Ra
]olph, Record, Reeves, Richardson, Roberts, Ru nels, Saunders,
Saufley, Selman, Shepard, ShieIds, Shuford, Slaughter, Smith,
cf Colorado, Smith, of Lamar, Spalght, Taylor, of Fannin,
Taylor, of Houston, Thomas, of Grimes, Thomas, of Cameron.
Thompson, Tyus, Varnell, Walker, Waul, Whitfiicld, Wilson.
Woods, a d Young.
Mr. Diekso offered the following resolutmn
Resolved, That t.he seats in the Hall of the Conventio be

n,ambered and drwn br, under the direction of the President, at
3 o’clock, P. hi., to-day.
Yeas and nays being called for, esulted as follo s
YeasMessrs. President, Anderson, Ball, Beall, Benge, Boyd

ryan, Camp, of Goliad, Camp, of Upshur Davis, of Webb,
t)]eks.n, Giddings, Gurley, Halbert, Hancock, Johnson, of Tar-
ant, Johnson, of Ttus, Jones, of Bastrop, Jo es, of Bexar.
Mabry, McCormack, Murchison, Parker, Philhps, Reeves, Rich-
ardson, Ranck, Saunders, Shelds, Siaughter, Smith, Spaight,
Thomas, of Cameron, Theme.% of Grimes, Tyus, Varnell,
Walker, Whtfield, and Wilson39.
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Nays--Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bradshaw, Bumpass, Clem-
e:ts, Dlrymple, Davis, of Cherokee, Degener, Drake, Flanagan,
Frazier, Hart, Harwood, Henderson, Hill, Hunt, Hurt, Ireland,
Lane, Ledbetter, Middleton, Nelson, lgorton, 1)rsons, ]?aschat,
:[’erry, 1)error, Record, Runnels, Saufley, Shuford, Smith, of
Lamar, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of Houston, Thompson,
Waul, Woods and Young--38.

Adopted.
Mr. Paschal offered the following resolution:
esoh,ed, That a committee of five members be appointed by

the President to call on the Provisional Governor, and inform
hm that the Convention is now folly organized, and ready to
receive any message or commumction from him.

Adopted.
The President announced the committee appointed for that

purpose yesterday to wait on the Governor.
Mr. Jones, of Boxar, presented the credentials of Mr. Ranck,

(]elegate from Mason county, who took the oath and his seat in
he Hall.
Mr Paschal chairman of committee appointed to wait on the

Governor, reported that the Committee had waited on Gov Ham-
ilton, who informed them that he would send in his message to
fie Convention in one hour.
The election for a Reporter, being in order, was taken up.
Mr. Giddings nominated ProL E. B Smith, of Soule Uni-

-,ersity, Washington county. There being no other nominations,
on motion of Mr. Whitfield, Mr Smith as elected Reporter-of
the Convention by acclamation, and so declared by the lresident.

Mr. orton’s resolution relative to appointing Standing Com-
mittees was again taken up.

Mr. Henderson moved to amend by adding a Committee on
Education, a Committee on Public Lands, and a Committee on
ternal Improvements.

Adopted.
Sir. Waul moved to add a Committee on Finance.
Adopted.
On motion, a committee on Indian Affairs was also added.
Mr. Taylor, of Fannin, moved to strike out the number

thirteen, and leave the number discretionary with the President.
Lost.
Mr. Frazier offered the folloving as a substitute for the fifth

:esoluti0n
Resolved, That we, the Delegates of the inhabitants Of Texas,

( now proceed to ordain a Constitution erecting the State of



Texas fm’nishing sald inhabitants republican form of
ment in accorda ce wth the Constitution of the United

Los.
The oIIoMng ucge wa received flom his Exce]ency

Gov Hmilto

Austi Febrmry lOth, 1866

Hwng been iM%rmcd, hy a committee o you
body, of yo r orggnlzaion axd regdness to proceed to the b si
heSS i%r which 5"o hgve been convened, and o receive any cod-

muicato wldch i my th[g proper to make, I feel it to be
diy to sae o you, fla.&ly, ad s hriefly s possible, my
po, the ipoaa svkcs which wi mos probably e ggc

your
i :eceived my ppoime t, as ProvisionM Governor of Texa

from the President of he U {ted St%es, on he 17th dy
June, A no Dora{ % ]05. In his proclamation of h
conf%rring h appointment, he resden mude i my dut}%
he earlies practicable peHod s prescribe s ch rules and
itons as might be necessary d proper for convening g Co
vention o be composed of Delegates o be chosen by that
portion of the eople of Te s who gre toyM o he U
Ses d no ohers for the purpose of Itering or mendi g
hs onsfitudon thereof; and vesti g in me guhoriy to
exe-’eise wthm the hm{ts of sMd State, Ml the powers necessary
and propor to enM)le such loyal people of the Ste of Texas to
restore sMd State to is constitutionM relfio s to the FederM
Oovcrnmen% &e. &c., prov{ded, tha {n any elecdon th my be
hereafter held fbr choosing Delegates to any Sge Oonvention
as aforcsMd o person shall be qualified as an eletor or shM[
be eligible gs g member’ of such 0onvenfion u less he shMl have
eviously take nd subscribed the oth of mnesty as se

forth m the Presden s proolm{m of Iy 9h, 18 d
a. voer qmd{fied s pre’scr[bed by the Constitution gad ]ws
the Stae of Texas iu fi)rce immediately before the ls day
February 1801."
The Preside ’s Amnesty Proclamafio of he 29h of May

made i the duty of he Secretary of State of the U ited States
to prescribe rules and reg lut[ons for adml isering nd record-
ing the maesty oth so s to insure its benefits to he peop]e
nd guard the Governmen sgMns fraud.
One dy of he issuance of the res[den’s proclama{on



Ir. Seward issued a circular iom the Department of State in
hich he directed that "the oath prescrbecI in the Presidea:’s
roclamation may be taken and subscribed before any commis-
sioned oicer, civil, military, or naval, in the service of the
United Sttes or an civil or military ffieer of a loyal State or
Territory, who, by the laws hereof may be qualified r
tering
From this it will be seen that ccording to a strict construction

f the rules prescribed by the Secretary of State, none but a
conmissmned officer civil, military, or naval, in the service of
he Uited States or civil or railitry officer of a loyal State
:r Te’ritory, qualified, by the laws thereof fo administering
.ths, could properly dminister the oath of amnesty and make
’etan thereof If I had acted upon this rule as prescribed by
he Secretary of tte large nnmbers f tle peopl of Texas
would have een unable to vail themselves of the clemency of

thrusthe President, ,nd ualfy themselves to vote for Delegates
o a Convention, withi any reasonable time. Owing to the
mmense extent of our inhabited territory many persons would
have ,een obhed to ..ravel great distances to find an officer
competent to dminister the oath of amnesty. Under these
circumstances I determined to act in the spirit, rather an in
strict accordance with the lette of my instructions I ventured
pon he plan of organizing a Board, in each county in the State,
o constituted as o justify he expectation of firm and impartial
cion, for the purpose of administering the oath of amnesty to
he people at the leas possible expense and inconvenience

knew well the beneficent purpose of the President, and his
nxiety that the people should qualify themselves as speedily as
posible to vote for Delegates to a Convention. I trusted con-
hdently to thejustice and liberality of the President to approve of

departure from instructions, for the purpose of carrying into
effect hs policy and hoped that measure intended to pro
mote the interest ad convenience of the peopl% would be
ppreciated and received in spirit of commendation instead of
complaint.

hve reason to believe that some persons ho are entitled to
z’espectful consideration .re of opinion that I transcended the
powers vested in me by the :President when I authorized the
Boards of Registration established in the different eounties to
determine what persons were entitled, because of their loyalty to
the Government of the United States, to be registered as voters
nd also when ] assumed in my proclamation of the 15th of
Ngvember last, that persons who are within any of the exeep-



tons to the President’s Amnesty Proclamazion an4 who have
nor received a special pardon, were not eligible as Delegates to
this Convention.

i think it proper, theref;:re that I should briefly state my
vmws upon these points. It is connd by some, as I am
iaibrmed, that the President, Mmself fixe zhe qualifications of
voters, by the proviso contained in the second parafiraph of his
proclamation conferrhg on me th appointment o Provisional
Governor. I understand tha proiso to be nothing more than

limitation o the power grained to me to prescribe rules and
regulations for conve]ing a Convention, composed of Delegates
to be chosen by that portion of the people who are loyal to the
United States. By that proviso the President placed it out of
my power to prescribe rules that would permit any one to vote
who had not taken the amnesty oath, ad who did not possess
the other quahficafions prescribed for voters by the Constitution
and laws in force in this State immediately before the date of
the ordinance of secessmn. The proviso was not intended to
fix a. rule for the benefit of the people It was intended to fix a
rule for me in the nature of a limitation upon my powe and
er the purpose of guarding against weak and inconsider action
on my part. In my judgment, it is a great mistake to assume
that a man is to be considered loyal because he has taken the
oah of amnesty. The President grants amnesty to the great
body of the people pon the condition tha they shall take the
oath prescribed, and tSenceforward keep and maintain sid oat
i,viola$e. He does not ac upon the suppositio tha every man
who shall take the oath will thereby become loyal. He grants
u.cmesty to the mass of those -ho have been in rebellion, because
to show mercy s a part of the wis% magnanlmous and parental
policy of the Governmeat, of which he is the bead and contin-
uing presses to support and defend the Constituqon and the
Union of he Sae, and to bde by and suppor the lws and
proclamations hsh have been mgde dring he rebellion, wRh
reference to he emmcpan of shws, are exacted, tM the
ciemency of the Govermcnt may no appear to be prostituted
c dangerous and unworthy uses.

Xf ]t had been the mtetmn of the President to perm] all
persons to vote for Delegates to g Convention, who had taken the
amnesty oath and who possessed *he quahficat]ons prescribed for
voters, by the Constitution and ]avs m force m 1860, he would
smply have made R my duty to convene a Confront]on to be
c,mposed of Delegates chosen by such people There vould m
hat cse have been no p:opriety m Iayirg stres non the inten


