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 Committee on Funeral Arrangements—Messrs, Hancock,
Hhepard and Walker.

Resolution adopted, and the House stood adjourned until 10
o'clock to-morrow morning.

THURSDAY, February 22d, 1866.

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called; quo-
rum present ; journal of yesterday read and adopted.

A communication was received from the Hon. Geo. C. Rives,
Acting Comptroller, and, on metion of Mr. Allen, referred to
the committee on Public Lands, without reading.

Mr. Frazier asked to berelieved from serving on the committee
on Education.

Granted.

Mr. Hancock, chairman of the committee on Funeral Ar-
rangements, made the following report :

The committee on Funeral Arrangements respectfully report,
that all necessary arrangements for the interment of the body of
the Hon. G. W. Smyth, dec’d, have bsen made. The funeral
to take place from this hall, at 3, P. M. They recommend the
following Programme :

- Corpse.
Chaplain.
Governor of State and President of Convention.
Secretary of State and Treasurer.
Commissioner of General Land Office and Comptroller.
Judicial Officers of the State.
. Federal Field Officers.
Members of the Convention.
@, Citizens.
And that the Hon. Wm, M. Taylor and Hon. M. T. Johnson
act as Marshals of the Procession.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN HANCOCK, Chairman.
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Adopted.

Mr. Shields offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to procure
the attendance of a Chaplain, for prayer at the opening of the
daily sessions of this body.

Adopted. -

~ The President announced the following as the committee s—
Messrs, Shields, Johnson of Titus, and Davis of Webb.
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 Mr. Nortog, chairman of a special committee rxxaacle the foliow-
mg report : o .

Avsriy, Februaxy 22, 1865
Ty the How . W. Throckmorton, President of e Convention:

The specléﬂ committee appointed for the purpoSe of drafting
suitable resolutions in regard to the death of thhe Tion. George
V. Smyth, of Jasper, delegate from the fourth yepresentative
{istrict, respectfully submit the following report =

In the death of the Hon. George W. Smyti of Jasper, e
realize that Texas has lost one of her oldest z:znéi most usgﬁ‘-%
citizens, whose name will ever be identified witdr +he history of
the State. Immigrating to this’ country at an early day, we find
him acting 95 & Commissioner under the Mexica ¥z gover nment ;
subsequentfty, attending the Consultation at San Jrolipe de Austin,
and participating in ity deliberations; a Signer of the Declars-
tion of Independence; a Representative iﬁbthe Clongress Gf’ the
Republic, and & Signer of the Constitution of tihr @ Republic of
Texas. Ile afterwards was a member of the Boaard of Land
Commissioners, discharging the onerous duties of éeiectiﬁg fraud-
ulent claims, a Commissioner of the General Liamcl Office, and a
Representative in the Congress of the United States; &33?5
which positions he acquitted himself creditably and tO the entire
satisfaction of the peop}e of Texas. ?

He was one of the Deputies in the Convention of the People of
the R.epubh.c of Texas, in 1845, and assisted ix framing our
State Constitution, and he had been chosen by his old neighbors
and life-time friends, who best knew the scundness of This judgment
and his great.x\fisdom, to represent them in this Cen‘-"eﬂﬁ{)ﬁ'

At this critical juncture, he was admirably qu}};iﬁﬁd to act.
Among all our delegates, there was not one of such enlarged
experiepee,—jso cool, 50 thoughtful and disereet, so W 211 calculated
to act judiciously upon the great questions of ihe jiving present,
and those upon which our State existence depenndisS- Therefore,

Be it Resolved, by the People of Texas in Lﬁonz)enfz'an assem-
bled, That, in the death of the Hon. Geo. W. Smyth, of Jasper,
a delegate in this Convention, the State has los?t one of her
ablest statesmen, who, by & long career of public service, had
establishe.d a reputation for honesty, integrity and ability, en-
dearing i to every Texan heart, and that weo regafd his decease,
at this important period, as a public calamity. .

Resolved, That the delegates tender their heartfelt 8Y mpathies
to the family of the deccased in their bereavement®t 5 and, as a
farther mark of esteem for their late associate, TB€Y will wear
the usual badge of mourning for thirty d&ys." ? :
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Mr. Nortoa, chairman of a special committee made the follow-
ing report:
S Avstin, February 22, 1866.
Do the Hon. J. W. Throckmorton, President of the Convention:

The special committee appointed for the purpose of drafting
suitable resolutions in regard to the death of the Hon. George
W. Smyth, of Jasper, delegate from the fourth representative
distriet, respectfully submit the following report:

In the death of the Hon. George W. Smyth, of Jasper, we
realize that Texas has lost one of her oldest and most useful
citizens, whose name will ever be identified with the history of
the State. Immigrating to thig country at an early day, we find
him acting as & Commissioner under the Mexican government;
subsequently, attending the Consultation at San Felipe de Austin,
and participating in its deliberations; a Signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence; a Representative in the Congress of the
Republic, and a Signer of the Constitution of the Republic of
Texas. He afterwards was a member of the Board of Land
Commissioners, discharging the onerous duties of detecting fraud-
ulent claims, a Commissioner of the General Land Office, and a
Representative in the Congress of the United States; in all of
which positions he acquitted himself creditably, and to the entire
satisfaction of the people of Texas.

He was one of the Deputies'in the Convention of the People of
the Republic of Texas, in 1845, and assisted in framing our
State Constitution, and he had beern chosen by his old neighbors
and life-time friends, who best knew the soundness of his judgment
and his great wisdom, to represent them in this Convention.

At this eritical juncture, he was admirably qualified fo act.
Among all our delegates, there was not one of such enlarged
experience—so cool, so thoughtful and discreet, so well caleulated
to act judiciously upon the great questions of the living present,
and those upon which our State existence depends. Therefore,

Be it Besolved, by the People of Texas in Convention assem-
bled, That, in the death of the Hon. Geo. W. Smyth, of Jasper,
a delegate in this Convention, the State has lost one of her
ablest statesmen, who, by a long career of public service, had
established a reputation for honesty, integrity and sbility, en-
dearing him to every Texan heart, and that we regard his decease,
at this important period, as a public calamity.

LBesolved, That the delegates tender their heartfelt sympathies
to the family of the deceased in their bereavement; and, as a
further mark of esteem for their late associate, they will wear
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.
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Resolved, That a copy of thesé resolutions be transmitted by
the Seeretary to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That the Convention stand adjourned till to-morrow
moviing at 10 o’clock.

Respectfully submitted.

In submitting the resolutions, Mr. Norton addrecsed the Con-
vention as follows :

Myr. President :—As chairman of the committee, I may be
lged in making a few remarks in regard to the deceased, so
far as his private character is concerned.

In the report, a recapitulation is made of the public positi-:sa%
hie has occupied ; but, Sir, it was not only as a public man that he
valued and esteemed It was also as 2 private citizen, a
- neighbor and a friend, that he was cherished. Modest and unas-

suming, never thrusting his opinion on any man, always
sxpressing himself decidedly when called upon to express an
nion, with no hesitation, no concealment, and no disguise, he
sed through an eventful life in our State Wzthout having made
3 smgle enemy. He commanded respect and admiration by
reason of his virtues. And, Sir, the loss of such a }mcvh*
example is a public calamity.

When I left Jasper, Mr. Smyth was confined to his house,
upon a sick bed. Two days before I left, the physmmn had
stated that it was impossible for him to recover, and his decease
was daily expected. It was the general wish and desire of the
people in that section, that he should be present in this Conven-
tion; and, Sir, when I heard that his disease had taken &
favorable turn, and that he was improving, I sent a request that
he would be present at the assemblage of the people’s delegates,
éven though he were here but for a day, that we might have the
influence of his name in our deliberations, to give the same
weight and character, by reason of his national reputation.

Upon making his first appearance here, he came to me and
remarked that he had received my request, and that he had
determined to attead this Convention. He said that he was
greatly fatigued by reason of two nights’ traveling in the stage,
but trusted he would recuperate, and be able to attend the sittings
of the Convention ; that he had come here from a sense of éuty
he owed to the people of the State; and, Sir, it can truly be
said, that he sacrificed his life for the pubhc interests. But
%hort time in this hall, and but a few days Wzth us, he took no
active part in our deliberations. On the sessions of the com-
mittée on the Condition of the State, he was constant in
attendance; and there, Sir, he preserved his uniform silence,







