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the District .)udges of Clerks of the District Courts, and
ffs, and to hold their offices during the pleasure of the District
Judge; nd providing for the eection, in each county, o
Chief Justice, who shsll hve jurisdiction to try nd dspose
cM1 cses o dollars exclusive o inheres% except when the
ttle to rel estate is in centroversy, in which cse ic shtl go
he District Court of all erimiasl cses known ss petty oences
and shll have jurisdiction u examining nd committhg
court, in ll cses known s felonies. Said Justice Wgether
with the Justices of the Peace of the county, one-third o whom
shall constitute u quorum, shall constitute County Court for
police prposes. Also, making he Chief Justice ex offcio Judge
of Probut% nd prowding fbr the election of Justices of the
Peace and defining their terms of office.
Read first time, and referred to committee on Judiciary.
Mr. Walker offered the following resolution to amend he

Section of the Dill of Rights, as follows
Sco 9. All prisoners shall be bailable by suffident sure-

tie% unless for capital offences when the proof is evident;
this provision shall not be so construed as to prohibit bal after
indictment found, upon an exsmintion of the evidence by
Judge of the Supreme or Dsrict Court, upon the return of
writ of ]abeas eospus, returnable in the county where the offence
is committed or to such other county as the sme may, by
sent of parties, be made returnablc.
Read first time, and referred to committee on GenerM Provis-

ions of the Constitution.
Mr. Sclman presented the memorials of L. B. Dullard and H

L. Elliot% of Smith county, which were referred to committee
sn General Provisions of Constitution, wthou reading.
On motion of Mr. Henderson, the Convention proceeded

the orders of the
Repor of committee on General Provisions of Constituto{.

relative to strking out Article ItI o Constitution, and
stitutig gnoher hcrefor, w.s taken up read, gnd on mooa
Mr. Hu% as made specml order for 11 o’clock to-morrow.
On modon hc Convention adjourned until 10 o’clsck

row mrnig.

WEDNESDAY, February PAst. 1866.
Convention met pursuant to adjournmet]t. Roll called;

quorum present; journal of yesterda:/read and adopted.



Poepors of committees being in order Mr. 1%rton chairman
(f Committee on Condition ef the State made the following
reorts
on. J. W. Trocmorton residn f onvent:
The committee ca the Coadion of the Ste to whom was

referred various rsolutions and ordinances upon the subject of
secession have had the same under patien congderatlon and
after thorough discussn and matte deliberution, I have been
instructed by majority of said commit to report the follow-
ng ordinance for t action of th Convention:

AN ORDINANCE,
1)eetarnff te Ordlnanee of ecesslon Annulled.

Sc’ro 1. The people of the State of Texas, by delegates in
Convention assembled, acknowledging the spremacy of the
Constitution of the United States, and laws made in pursuance
hereof do ordain that the ordinance passed by a Convention
he city of Austin, on the 1st day of February, A. D. 1861
entittedan ’(ordinance to dissolve the Union btween the State
f Texas and the other States nnlted under he cpact styled
he Congtiuti0n of the United Stas of America,’ be nd
same is hereby annulled, and declared to be of no further
Read first time rule suspended, taken up, and 300 copies

ordered to be printed on the motign of Mr. Waul and made the
special order for 12 o’clock on Friday next.

on. . W. Throekmorton, 2resident Coventzon
am instructed by a majority of the committee on Condition

of the State who have had under consideration several proposi-
tions referred to them in regard to e status of the State
report the fi)]lowing ordinance annulling certain ordinances and
oher proceedings of a Convtion held at Austin city, January
2:h ]861 for the adoption of this Convention:

AN ORDINANCE,

Annulling certain O,dinces and oer proeeedin.qs of a
Convention of the Stat( f Texas adopted in January4
[buarff and llreh, A. I). 1861.

7’a, 6 Convention assezbled That all the ordinances, reso-
]enons, and other proceedings of a Convention of he people of
he Stae of Texas, began and held on the 28th of January,
l$ft and on he ffd of 5farch 1861, together ih so much of



te Constitutioa adopted by said Convention for he State 0.5:e.a as conflicts with the Constitution of the United
e hereby unnutlcd nd declared to be of no further effect.
Read first time, and on motion of Mr. Wulr rule suspeaded

kea up, and 800 copies ordered to be printed, nnd made special
der for Friday next, 12 o’clock
Mr. Diekson chairman of committee on Executive Deprt-

eat mde the following report
CoT Roo, Febry 21st 1866.

Hen. W. Throckmoron, .President of onvention :
The committee on the Executive Department of e State

Government report, that they ve had under considation
andry matters referred to them by the Convention und
lue deliberation a majority remmend the adoption of the
a,mendments herewith submitted

AN ORDINA_NCE
PrOposingAmendments the Constiutior of
Be it ordained 5y te delegate of

Convention assembled, That the following amendments be mde
o Art. of the Constitution of the Sa of Texas:
A’r. V--ExEcuTDETN. Amend Sec. a so as to

read "four years/’ instead bf "twd;"
Che third line, red "eghtyears" n any term of,,twelve years/’
instead of "four years in dny trm of six years.
Amend Sec. 5 so as t0 read in third tine’" He shall receive

an annual sa:y of three thousand doIlurs until 5thewlse pro-
vided by law, instead of "the firs Governor shall eceive an
annual slary of two thousand dollars, and n moe."
Amend Sec. 8 so as to read in second and third lines

ht suld be daugero by reason of dsease or the public
enemy instead of "if that houtd be in th actual possession
of the public enemy."

Strike out the 23d Section and insert n teu thereof, "Sec.
23. There shall be eteced by the qualified voers of this Stutc
i he manner prescribed b lw Compoller of Public Ac-
counts, and a State Treasurer, each of whom shall hold hs office
or the term of four years :" rovided, that tle foregoing mend-
rents shall be submitted to a vote of the people of Texas at the
firs general election held after the civil re-organization of the
Sate, and shall not be in force us u par of the Constiution
unless and until they shall be ratifiedby a majorltb of the votes
east at said electio Provided, further that in the even the



[bregoing amendments, extending he term of certain otcers
named therein, shall be rfified by the people, then lI Of said
officers’ elected t sid general election, shuli hold heir respec-
tive offices for the terms prescribed in solid mendments:

Received to come up in order.
Mr. Shepard, in behalf g the committee on General Provi-

sions of the Constiutio, madea report that they had had under
consideration the resolution instructing them So inquire into the
expediency of retdalng in the Bill 0f Rghts the power to regu-
late the dective franchise in he State, :reported thai they did
not deem i necessary, aS :the same sul!ect is now before the
Convention, by the report of the committee on :the Legislative
Department 0f he ConStitution, to which your :committee are
opinion, ths subject more properly belongs than to the Bill
Rights.

Received, to come up in order.
Mr. Hancock, chahan 6f committee :on General Provisions

of the Constitution, reported that the majority of said committee
recommend: the adoption of the amendment to the 9th Section
the BilI of Rights, as referred to them.

Received, io come up in order.
Mr. Hancock also reported that the committee 0n the Generai

rovisions of the Constitution instructed him to report, that
and had under consideration the resolutions relative to strikin
out Sec. 30 of Art. VII, and unanimousl agree that they
not deem it expedient to strike out said secuon.

Received, to coe up in order.
Mr. Smith of Colorado made the following report

To tTon. V. Throckmorton, President of the Convention
The committee on the General Provisions of the Constitution

to whom w:s referred the resolution instructing them to inqre
into the expediency of providing a mode of Calling a convention
of the people, have considered the same, as well as the presen
mode of proposing amendments to be voted upon by the people,
and have instructed me to report as ibt!ows

Strike ou all of the Sec. 37 of Art. VII of the present
stitution and substitute the accompanying ordinance in lie
hereof, and recommend its adoption:

ARTICLE IIo
Mode qf Calling a Conwmtion, and Amendiny the onstituio:

qf this State.
SEcxo 37. The Legistatur% by vote of three-fourths

ll the members of each House, with the approval of the o



5. hallhave power to call s, Oonventlon of the people for
prpose of ltering amendlng or reforin hee hs 8tae; The mnner of electing delegates o the.oa the time nd place of assembling hem, to be reIaed by

:c. 38. The Lgislute at ny b}ennial sessien.y a vote
wo-hirds of all the members of each House my propose

cadmets o the Consitution to be voted upon by persos
e/:II;y qualified to vote for members of the House of Repre-
Jt"ves o[ this State, which proposed mendments shall be
}v published in the public prints of this Stte ut least three
ohs before the next general election for representatives to the
Legistature for the consideration of the people. And it
b he duty of he several retning officers of said general
e,tion to open u poll for and make return to. the Secretar.y

gjue of the number of legal vote cast at sad electon for and
dnst sid amendment; nd if more th one be proposed,,ea the number of legal votes Cast for and agus cash
te nd if it shll appear from said return that mQority
e’ he Votes cast upon said proposed mendment or amendments
hve been cast in fvor of the same and two;thirds of each
’}louise of the Legislature, at the next reTalar session thereafter
hll ratify said proposedmendment or amendments, so voted
pon by the people the same shll be Mid t; 1 intents and
’rposes as pars of the Constitution of ’the State of Texas:
P’vlded that the said :proposed amendments hall, t ech
dd sessions, have been read on three several days in each House
e the Legislature, and the vote thereon shall;have been taken
}: yeas and nays And provided flurtIer that the rule n the
Jbove proviso shall never be suspended by either of sad Houses.

}eceived to come up in its order.
Mr. Flana.gan in behalf oI committee on Finance, made

l[0wing report
? the Ilon. J. W. TItroekmo’ton 2resident qf Conventio
The committee on Finance hve had an ordinance for the per

em of the members and officers of the Convention. I m
astracted by he committee to report the same back, h
5)lowing amendment, and to recommend tie aoptio of he

The-members to ’eceive eight dollars per day, ad likewise
q<.ht dollars per day for every twenty-five miles traveled coming

nd going from the Convention and thin, the officers of
ConVent)on shall Slso receive he same psy eigat dollars per day.
Received to come up in order.



lr. Dlrymple chairman of" committee on Indian Affairs.
.ude the following repor

CoT ROO, ebru Oh, 1866.

he committee on Indian Affairs to whom ws referred the
preamble and resolution urging tc aashorides a Washington to
;ke immediate action in regard ,to the protection of the Indian
frontier of this Stt% have had the same under considerton
and unanim,?sly instrct me to report them buck and recommend
heir immediate doption.

Mr. Slaughter moved tha it be read second tm% and
engrossed.

Carried.
On motion of Mr. Slaught rule sspended, read third time

and passed,
Resolutions being m order Mr. Walker ored the ollowing

resolution
esoled, Tha he agregae amount of debts hereafter con-

racted by the Legislature shall not eceed the sum o
dollars (except in case o wur to repel invasion or suppress
msurrection) unless under the following instructions. That
whenever u debt shall be contracted exceeding that a.mount the"
law authorizing the same shM1 impose and provide for the col
lection o u diec anual tx sucient to pay the interest on
such debt us i falls due and also to pay ad discharge che
principal of suc deb wthm thrU4hree years.or such period
o .ime, not less han eighteen years, as the Legis]uture may
deermine rom the time of the contracting thereoL On the
final passage o such lw in ether ouse of the Legislamre the
({ueso shall be aken b.’ :eus and nays, and be duly entered
on the journals thereo If no deb shll hve been contracted
in pursuance of stch law, he Legislature may repeal the same;
or f a. portion of the debt nthorzed should hve been con-
racted the Legislature ny ut any time, by law, forbid the con-
tra.cting of an3, farther debt or liability under such law but the
zax mposed by such ac ia proportion to the debt and habfity
which may have bee contracted in pursuance of such law shall
’emain in forc nd be irrepealabie and be annually collectedr
dnil the proceeds thereof shall have made full provisions to pa3"
and dscharge he mteres nd principal of such debt and liability.
he money rising from gnu" lon or stock creating such debt or
]ubility shall be applied to the object or objects specified in the
c authorizing such debt or liability, or to the re-payment of
:he same and for no oher purpose vbatever. o part of the


