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the District Judges of Clerks of the District Courts, and Sher-
iffs, and to hold their offices during the pleasure of the District
Judge; and providing for the election, in each county, of a
Chief Justice, who shall have jurisdiction to try and dispose of
eivil cases of dollars exclusive of interest, except when the
title to real estate is in controversy, in which case it shall go to
the District Court; of all eriminal cases known as petty offences,
and shall have jurisdiction as an examining and committing
court, in all cases known ags felonies. Said Justice, together
with the Justices of the Peace of the county, one-third of whom
shall constitute 2 cuorum, shall constitute a County Court for
police purposes.  Also, making the Chief Justice ez officio Judge
of Probate, and prowiding for the election of Justices of the
Peace, and defining their terms of office.

Read first time, and referred to committee on Judiciary.

Mr. Walker offered the following resolution to amend the 9tL
Section of the Bill of Rights, as follows:

SecrroN 9. All prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient sure-
ties, unless for capital offences when the proof is evident; but
this provision shall not be so construed as to prohibit bail after
indictment found, upon an examination of the evidence by a
Judge of the Supreme or District Court, upon the return of a
writ of habeas corpus, returnable in the county where the offence
is committed, or to such other county as the same may, by con-
sent of parties, be made returnable.

Read first time, and referred to committee on General Provis-
ions of the Constitution.

My, Selman presented the memorials of L. B. Bullard and H
L. Elliott, of Smith county, which were referred to committee
on General Provisions of Constitution, without reading.

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the Convention proceeded t¢
the orders of the day. )

Report of commttee on General Provisions of Constitution.
relative to striking out Artiele VIII of Constitution, and sub-
stituting another thevefor, was taken up, read, and on motion of
Mr. Hart, was made special order for 11 o’clock to-morrow.

On motion, the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock to-mor-
row morning.

WeDNESDAY, February 21st. 1866,
Convention met pursuant to adjournment, Roll ecalled;
queram present; journal of yesterday read and adepted.
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Reports of committees being in order, Mr. Norton, chairman
of committee on Condition of the State, made the following
reports:

Hon. J. W. Throckmorton, President of Comvention :

The committee on the Condition of the State, to whom was
referred various resolutions and ordinances upon the subject of
secession, have had the same under patient consideration; and
after thorough discussion, and mature deliberation, I have been
instructed by a majority of said- committee to report the follow-
ing ordinance, for the action of this Convention:

AN ORDINANCE,
Declaring the Ordinance of Secession Annulled.

Secrion 1. The people of the State of Texas, by delegates in
Convention assembled, acknowledging the supremacy of the
Constitution of the United States, and laws made in pursuance
thereof, do ordain that the ordinance passed by a Convention in
the city of Austin, on the 1st day of February, A. D. 1861,
entitled an “ ordinance to dissolve the Union between the State
of Texas and the other States united under the compact styled
the Constitution of the United States of America,” be and the
same is hereby annulled, and declared to be of no further effect.

Read first time, rule suspended, taken up, and 300 copies
ordered to be printed on the motion of Mr. Waul, and made the
special order for 12 o’clock on Friday next.

Hon. J. W. Throckmorton, President Convention:

I am instructed by a majority of the committee on Condition
of the State, who have had under consideration several proposi-
iions referred to them, in regard to the status of the State, to
report the following ordinance, annulling certain ordinances and
other preceedings of a Convention held at Austin city, January
2&th, 1861, for the adoption of this Convention:

AN ORDINANCE.

Annulling certain Ordinances and other proceedings of a
Convention of the State of Tewas, adopted in January,
February, and Mareh, A. D. 1861.

SecrioN 1. Be it ordained by the people of the State of
Texas, in Convention assembled, That all the ordmances, reso-
intions, and other proceedings of a Convention of the people of
the State of Texas, begun and held on the 28th of January,
1861, and on the 2d of March, 1861, together with so much of
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the Constitution adopted by said Convention, for the State of
Texas, as conflicts with the Constitution of the United States,
are hereby annulled, and declared to be of no further effect.

Read first time, and, on motion of Mr. Waul, rule suspended,
taken up, and 300 copies ordered to be printed, and made special
order for Friday next, 12 o’clock

Mr. Dickson, chairman of committee on Executive Depart-
ment, made the following report :

CommMITTEE Room, February 21st, 1866.
Hon, J. W. Throckmorton, President. of Convention :

The committee on the Executive Department of the State
Government report, that they have had under consideration
sundry matters referred to them by the Convention, and, after
due deliberation, a majority recommend the adoption of the
smendments herewith submitted :

AN ORDINANCE,.
Proposing Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Tezas.

Be it ordained by the delegates of the people of Tezas, in
Convention assembled, That the following amendments be made
to Art. V of the Constitution of the Btate of Texas:

Art. V—ExecuTivE DEPARTMENT. Amend Sec. 4 s0 a8 to
read “four years,” instead of “two,” in the first line; and in
the third line, read  eight years in any termn of twelve years,”
instead of ““four years Inany term of six years.”

Amend Sec. 5 5o as to read in third line, * He shall receive
an annual salary of three thousand dollars until otherwise pro-
vided by law,” instead of “the first Governor shall receive an
annual salary of two thousand dollars, and no more.”

Amend Sec. 8 s0 as to read in second and third lines, ¢if
that should be dangerous by reason of disease or the public
enemy,” instead of **if that should be in the actual possession
of the public enemy.”

Strike ont the 23d Section, and msert in lieu thereof, ¢ Sec.
28. There shall be elected by the qualified voters of this State,
in the manner prescribed by law, a Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts, and a State Treasurer, each of whom shall hold his office
for the term of four years:” Provided, that the foregoing amend-
ments shall be submitted to a vote of the people of Texas, at the
first general election held after the civil re-organization of the
State, and shall not be in force, as a part of the Constitution,
uniess and until they shall be ratifiediby a majority of the votes
east at sald election : Provided, further, that in the event the
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foregoing amendments, extending the term of certain officers
named therein, shall be ratified by the people, then all of said
officers, elected at said general electlon, shall hold their respec-
tive offices for the terms prescmbed in sald amendments.

Received, to come up in order.

Mr. Shepazd in behalf of the committee on General Provi-

sions of the Constitution, made a report that they had had under

consideration the resolution instructing them to mquire into the
expediency of retaining in the Bill of Rights the power to regu-
late the clective f’mnehme in the State, reported -that they did
not deem it necessary, as the same subject is now before the
Convention, by the report of the” committee on the Legislative
Department of the Constitution, to whick; your committee are of
opinion, this subject more pt‘opeﬂybelangs than to the Bill of
Rights.

Received, to come up in order.

Mr. Ihncock chairman of committee on General Provisions
of the Constmltmn reported that the majority of said committee
recommend the adoptmn of the amendment to the 9th Seetion of
the Bill of Rights, as referred to them.

Received, to come up in order.

Mr. Hancock also reported that the committee on the General
Provisions of the Constitution instructed him to report, that they
had had under consideration the resolutions relative to striking
out Sec. 30 of Art. VII, and nnammaus]y agree that they do
not deem it expedxent to strlke out said section.

Received, to come up in order.

Mr. Srmith of Colorado made the following report :

To Hon. J. W. Throckmorton, President of the Convention :

The committee on the General Provisions of the Constitution,
to whom was referred the resolution instructing them to inquire
into the expediency of providing a mode of calling a convention
of the people, have congidered the same, as well as the present
mode of proposing amendments to be voted upon by the people,
and have instructed me to report as follows:

Strike out all of the Sec. 37 of Art. VII of the present Con-
stitution, and substitute the accompanying ordinance in lieu
thereof, and recommend its adoption :

ARTICLE VII ,
Mode of Calling a Convention, and Amending the Constitution
of this State.
Section 87. The Legislature, by a vote of three-fourths of
all the members of each House, with the approval of the Goy-
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¥, shall have power to call a Convention of the people, for
urpose of altering, amending, or reforining the Constitution
this State. The manner of electing delegates to the Conven-
the time and place of assembling them, to be regulated by

:¢. 38, The Legislature, at any biennial session, by a vote
two-thirds of all the members of each House, may propose
endments to the Constitution, to be veted upon by persons
ally qualified to vote for members of the House of Repre-
tatives of this State, which proposed amendments shall be
y published, in the public prints of this State, at least three
nths before the next general election for representatives to the
gislature, for the consideration_of the people. And it shall
the duty of the several returning officers of said gemeral
ction, to open a poll for, and make return to the Secretary of
te, of the number of legal votes cast at said election for and
inst said amendment; and if more than one be proposed,
hien the number of legal votes cast for and against each of
them ; and if it shall appear from said return, that a majority
af the votes cast upon said proposed amendment, or amendments,
liave been cast in favor of the same, and two-thirds of each
‘House of the Legislature, at the next regular session thereafter,
shall ratify said proposed amendment, or amendments, so voted
apon by the people, the same: shall be valid to all intents and
purposes, as parts of the Constitution of the. State of Texas:
Provided, that the said proposed amendments shall, at each of
said sessions, have been read on three several days in each House
of the Legislature, and the vote thereon shall-have been taken
%sg* yeas and nays: And provided further, that the rule in the
above proviso shall never be suspended by either of said Houses.

Received, to come up in its order.

Mr. Flanagan, in behalf of committee on Finance, made the
following report:

To the Hon. J. W. Throckmorton, President of Convention :

The committee on Finance have had an ordinance for the per
diem of the members and officers of the Convention. I am
instructed by the committee to report the same back, with the
{ollowing amendment, and to recommend the adoption of the
same :

The - members to receive eight dollars per day, and likewise
sight dollars per day for every twenty-five miles traveled coming
to and going from the Convention; and that the officers of the
lonvention shall also reccive the same pay, eight dollars per day.

Received, to come up in order.
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