
92 JOURNAL OF THE SECESSION C0NVENTION

Mr. Graham introduced an ordinance relating to the removal of
the United States troops from the limits of the State of Texas, which
was read three several times under a suspension of the rules and
adopted.
Mr. Campbell introduced "An ordinance to accomplish a union

between this State and the confederate States of America" which was
read and on motion of Mr. Chilton referred to a committee of five to
be appointed by the President.

Mesrs. Campbell, Chilton, Maxey, Devine and Brown were appointed
the committee.
Mr. Wiley introduced an ordinance relating to commerce which

was read and referred to the committee on Commerce, Revenue and
Navigation.
On motion of Mr. Henderson the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Austin Texas, Tuesday March 5th 1861.
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called, quo-

rum present. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Perry.
The Journals of the 2nd and fourth inst were read and adopted.
The President submitted communications from R. T. P. Allen of the

Bastrop Military Institute, from T. N. Waul delegate from the State
of Texas to the congress of the Confederate States of America, from
Col. H. E. MeCulloeh commanding on the Northwestern frontier,
from C. O. Forshey of the Texas Military Institute and from S. B.
Callahan a resident of the Creek nation. All of which were on motion
of )Jr. Nelson referred to the committee on Public Safety.

Montgomery Ala. Feby 23d 1861
Hon O. M. Roberts

President of the Texas State Convention
Sir
The enclosed letter from the Secretary of War of the Confederat

States is the result of an interview between the President and Secre-
tary of War with the Texas delegation. Learning, by Telegraph
from Genl. Rogers that several detachments were in the field and ad-
vancingupon the military posts within the borders of Texas, it was

’The original draft of this ordinance has not been found.
The communications from R. T. P. Allen and S. B. Callahan have not

been found. While the original of the letter from H. E. McCulloch has not
been found, perhaps "it is .identical with that printed under date of Feb-
ruary 25, 1861, on page 368.

’A. L. S. in Miscellaneous Papers of the Secession Convention.
See Report of J. H. Rogers, page 313.
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thout advisable that such material aid as could be procured from the
deration should be obtained in stpport of the movement.
The delegation desired a special commissioner with full powers and

oi! such national reputation and character as would obtain the respect
of e Federal as well as the State officers, and requested that he be
s:nt at once to Texas to negotiate for or enforce the delivery of the
arms and munitions of war now on the soil of Texas.
The difficulties attending the mission was obvious to the President
they will be to you Texas has not yet severed her connec-

tion with the Uniteh States, and inconsequence the President of the
Provisional Government could not attempt to control any movement
on the soil of Texas or coerce troops under a Government with whom
:as still remained united, and whose presence was recognized and
tolerated by the authorities of Texas
The resolution accompanying this letter, together with the latter

portion of the communication from the Secretary of War may in
skilfull hands be used so as to unite and add to the army of the Con-
federate States such officers of the army as by duty and nclnation
would attach themselves to the cause of the South it assures them if
worthy that places will be provided for them.

The officers if any considerable number would leave might bring
with them their men, and if Texas will assume the responsibility of
enrolling or reenlisting companies Battalions or regiments, and will
natify the confederacy of the Confederate States, Texas w/i1 be re-
lieved nd they will be mustered into the service of the Confederat
States
Should the officers desire to leave the State with the soldiers, al-

tho’ a free and unimpeded transit should be permitted, that would
only nclude the necessary small arms unimpeded by trains and bag-
gage wagons, and the road offering least annoyance to Texas should
be determined on all that can be sad in connection I know has
commended itself to your consideration
We hope that the scission will be bloodless. The Congress of the

Confederate States and its Executive are preparing for a vigorous
prosecution of war if it ensues and I need not say to you that I
take pride in saying here that Texas will send as many troops and
as brave an army into the field as the most populous State in the
Confederacy. Judges Gregg and Ochiltree are here and have been or
sometime, there is every disposition to respect the position and de-
sires of Texas, and your delegation will take pleasure n reflecting
the opinions of the State ond would invoke directions as to any mat-
ter or measure of policy desired by the Convention with the hope that
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all may yet be well, that the rupture may be bloodles., and with full
confidence that Texas will sustain her high renown

I remain yours truly
T. N. Waul

P. S. The possibility of settling our difficulties by a reconstruction
of the Union is never alluded to, and the pro’posal would receive
about the same encouragement as a proposition to re-annex Texas to
the State of Mexico. T.N.W.

War Department
Montgomery Peby 23rd 18617

To the Delegates from Texas to the Congress of the Confederate States.
Gentlemen:
In response to the communication submitted by you to the Presi-

dent, in relation to the military complications in your State, he has
instructed me to say that he appreciates the embarrassments of
your psition, and in his anxiety to remove them is disposed to as.
sume every responsibility compatible .vith the relations of this lov-
erment to the State of Texas. But, as you are aware, this Government
has no official notification of the secession of your State from the Gev-
ernrnent of the United States, and, until this occurs, however hopeful
the President may be of the result of the reference of the action of
your Convention to the popular vote, you will readily perceive that
this Government could not assume formal jurisdiction over the ques-
tions submitted by you. The President, however, instructs me to
say, that he considers it due to international courtesy, that the Gov-
ernment of the Confederate States, Texas included, after her with-
drawal from the United States, should accord to the troops belonging
to that Government a reasonable time within which to depart from her
territory. The probability is that the Government of the United
States would not be inclined to keep these troops within y.our terri-
tory after the secession of your State. Should it be otherwise, the
President does not hesitate to say that all the powers of his Govern-
ment should be promptly employed to expel them. Meantime, it is
considered by the President, under the eireumstaff’ees, that it would
be proper in the Authorities of Texas to suspend any attack upon the
forts, arsenals, or other military occupations of the Government of the
United States within her territory, as this Government is charged
with the power to negotiate and to conduct all military o’perations.

It may be proper to add that, deeming it probable a portion of the
officers and men belonging to the army of the United States now sta-
tioned in Texas may, after the secession of yo’ur State, consider their
allegiance due rather to this Government than to the Government of

’A. L. S.


