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The President submitted a communication from the deteRales b
tte ,ongress of the Confederate States of America in relation to the
rms and munitions of war lately taken hy he State of r[exas from.
th R’overnment of the United S ares ef America. Referred to the
,,mmittee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Daney offered the foIlowing resolution which was adopted,
"Resolved that the committee on the Constitution be instructed

to inqire into the expediency of striking froin the eon:;titntion Se.
:t of Article 3, and Section 3 or Article 6 and report the resnlt of
lheir deliberation at such time as they see proper. ["]

Mr. Chilton offered he following resolution which was adopted,
"’Resolved that the eomnnttee on Phaanee be instructed to report

immediately some plan by which the eonfingenf expenses of this Con-
en{:ion may be met. ["]

Mr. Ioeke offered the following resolution whi(th on motion of Mr.
loertson of Smith was laid on the table.
"Whereas the troops whM lave been called into the service of

he State, hoth for frontier protection and in the rapture of the
forts, ee., in the State, have been raised principally if not exclusively
*est of the Trinity river in this State, and whereas, the capitol of
lhe State being sitnated, more conveniently to the citizen soldiery of
the western frontier of the State, and the existence of the fact that
,m that eeount calls for reg’iments, companies etc. are filled before
hose wlo reside more remotely have an opporhmity to enlist, and
whereas the gallant younR’ men of the "east" are equally patriotic,
;rod are eag’er to serve their country in this hour of its peril, therefore

"Resolved that of the rez’iments’, to be raised hy this Convention
a fair and equal opportunity should be award’(ted to that section of the
tate.
On motion of Mr. Terry of Tarrant the C()nvention adjourned until

lomorrow morn{nR’ at 9 o’clock

City of Alstin Texas,
Thursday March 14th 1

li’h Convention met pursuant to adjomnment. Roll called. Quo-
r present. Prayer by ]e chaplain. The, Journal o yesterday was

red ad approved.
The Presiden; sbmitted the following’ communications.

A:tstin. Ma.reh !2th 1861.
To the Secretary of tle Convention

Sir.
Ymlr ommunieation eneosin resolutions of the Ccmvention has
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I would respectfully refer to the law under which I received my
appointment, which makes it my duty to report to the commander
in chief, the Governor of the State, and it: is made his duty when
required "to lay the same before the legislature."
As a subordinate oNcer I can only furnish official information from

my o.ffiee to the person having the right to (,.all for the same, the com-
mander in chief, Genl. Sam Houston.

Respectfully
A. B. Norton,

Adjt. General of Texas.
On motion of Mr. Terry of Tarrant laid on the table.
Mr. Stell from the committee on Postal Affairs made the fo]loving

report.
"The committee on Postal Affairs to whom. was referred ’an ordi-

mince it relation to I;r. S. mail contracts’ have had the same under eon-

sideration, and ask leave to report the ,,ame back to the Convention
without amendment, and recommend its adoption["]
On motion of Mr. Stell the rule was suspended and "the ordinance

in relatien to U. S. mail contracts" read a 2rid time, and ordered to
be engrossed.
Mr. Daney offered the following resolution which was adopted,
"Resolved that the committee on Constitution inquire into the ex-

pediency of strikin t or amending’ Seeiion 33 of Article 7 of the
cotstituti;n of the State of Texas, and report the result of their de-
liberations as soon a convenient. "]

Mr. Cantpbe.ll, elah’man of the committee on Conlmeree and Navi-

gation, reported back to the Conventi(m the resolution offered by
Mr. T. J. Chambers in relation 17o making’ Sabine Pass a port of entry
ere. md recommended its adoption.
On motion of Mr. Campbell the rule was suspended and the report

and resolution taken up and the resolution adopted.
Mr. Campbell, chairman of the committee on Finance, ma.de the fol-

lowing report.
Committee Room. Austin March 13th 1861.

I-Ion. O. t{. Roberts
President of the Convention.

Sir
The Committee on Finance. to whom was referred an ordinance

entitled "An ordinance to rise money for the use and defenee of
the State of Texas," and s:nndry resolutions in relation to mileage
and per diem and the best way to provide for the same, the precise
words of which it is here umeeessary to insert,, have had the same

under eonsidera.tion, and htve instructed me to report the following
ordinances, to-wit
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"A.n ordinance to raise money to defray the extraordinary ex-

penses arising from the condition of public affairs and to defray
expenses of the Convention."
"An ordinance to repeal in part See. 2 Art. 10 of the constitution,

m:M for other purposes," and
"An ordinance making appropriations demanded by the extra-

ordinary condition of the country and to defray the expenses of he

Convention."
These several ordinances, it is considered, are in pari mat,er;o,

and should any one of them fail to meet the approval o[ the Conven-
tian the others nmst either fall or become fatally impaired.
The committee have not failed to appreciate in their full force

/he exigencies of the times and, eonseiow; of the pressing demands
th.e State, for the. means requisite to place her h a posture of de-

fence, have not been deretiet in the performance" of the task assigned

them, but have given to it repeated and earnest consideration. If

they shall have failed in offerino’ to the Convention a plan it unis,n

with their wishes, they must say, in all frankness, that they have
,ther plan to offer, calculated as ]e;s likely than the one proposed to

lessen the sacrifice the Stat.e in this crisis is constrained to suffer.
In estimating’ the immediate wants of the Sta.te, h:, committee

have eosidered that there exists an urgent necessity for at least four
hundred and odd thousand dollars. Indeed the committee, in view of
the appa.rently impending ditenltie-; supposed that in fixing the

amounts as stated they were observing’ a degree of parsimony inap--
propriate to the menacing state of affairs. But to details. The com-

mittee, upon calculation furnished by a competent officer of the gov-
ernment, ascertained that to meet the mileage and per diem of the
members of the Convention and the per diem. of officers of the same,
about $75,000.00 would be needed. That to E. B. Nichols, a patriotic
citizen of the State and a memher of the Convention, there was due
$24,000, raised on his own credit in the city of New Orleans for fitting
out troops for the Rio Grande and for which provision we:: required.
That to meet the expenses of the expedition to Brownsville, under
Col. Jno. S. Ford, one which has not yet accomplished its ebjeet and
which may not for some time, there would, independent of the money
raised by en. Nichols, be required not less than $50.000.00. As
illustrttive of the necessity of this last appropriation, it need only
be stated that the expedition has now engaged in its service the steamer
Gen. Rusk at a chartered price of $500 per day. That to arm the State
8150,000 was needed, with which to purchase 5000 stands of arms--

,’ifles and muskets--and 2000 of (-’olts pistols, the last including the
arms Major P;en MeCu]loeh has hy this Convention been commis-
sioned to by in or from the State f Vir:inia. That the expenses
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at San Antonio, besides the $23,000 stlrrendered b.v Gea. Twiggs.
would eal[ for at leas $50,000, and that other expenses, not now
a condition to be stated with definiteness, would demand as much
as $75,000. These several amounts it Will be seen aggegate 424,000.
To provide for this it is thought that the bond: will yield, at t5
cet. discount, just abon a like ammmt.

F’’om a variety of sources every way entitled to eoufi&.nec and con-

sideratio.u, sggestions have come to the committee that the amount
now intended to be provided or would prove greatly inadeqmte
the wants of {he State. To these the committee did not feel ,hat

they sould deer.
As wil bare been observed the committee have not eonside’ed the

subject of making provision for frontier defenee. They bare sup-
posed hat the govermnent of the Confederate States of the South
w(mld assmne (eharg’e of hat at an ea’l5, day, and adequafely this
expectation will no doubt be realized.

In looking about or resources belonging to the State,
promising’ availability from whence to obtain means, the ommi.tee
have found thentselves confronted on he oe hand by an empty
reamry, and on the other by a plethoric body known as a school
fund, into which every successive legislature have appeared to regard
it as a sor: of religious as well as patriotic duty to empty the prop-
arty of the people. rom statements made to us by the comptroller
of the State, there is apparent to a certainty that a large deficit will,
by January next, exist in the current income of the State.
By he provisions of Ordinance No. 2, herewith nbmitted, {t

be seen that i* is proposed to take from the eomnmn school fund
he t0 pr. centrals, deducted from the annual revenue of the
in virtue of Sac. 2 Art. 10 of the constitution, and to apply it as far
as necessary to the pay of the interest on the bonds provided for in
Ordinance No. 1. To compensate the school fund, the E Paso
serve, estimated to be worth at least $400,000, and consisting of 212
seeti(ms, is perpetually :eeeered to it. The grant is declared org’mie,
part of l:be (onztitntion and irrevocable. This oght to be rea:arded as

n amt?le ,qivalent, for if .i!l be placing it nt!-er!y beyond
::n(:e. Nw 5t :s mre ledslative grant and sbjeet to revocation.
Many e’eutiemen o the committee, and I among them, consider the

eonstitutioa] provi ion an outrage upon lhe people and as demmq.d-

Jug abro:ation. When piaeed in the constitution, the State h:*oked to
no otier mean of e>,,ting a. common school fund, but since ;ben the
money arisina’ f’om he adjsfment of the boundary diNeulty with

the U. S. has fatleu into her hnnds, and out of it she has appropriated
the rna’niflem.t: stun of 2.000,000.00, all of which is now productive.
If we o,.ly look alead a:r.d anl:ieipate a few years, wha’ a vast le-
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,athan in the shape of a school froM. we behold. Ten years heme
mr State will so have ’rown in every respe’t that in teu of a few
mndred thousand of revenne mllions will be coming in. Instead
of the 10 pr. cent. yielding’ the modest sum of $40,000 from $100,000
o $200,000 will be extracted from the hard earnings of tim people.
This in the jndgmmats of a majority of the committee wilt be liber-
ality with a wgemce. To educate thc rising’ generation, that of the
present day musl t:e starved. Besides, what hexetit at present does tte
fund yiehi o puh!ie schools? None I may say. The interest, say by
way of illustration 6 pr. et. on $0,000, or $2,400, i..: only distributed,
ivng to earth scholar in tee State the rfling sum of two cents per
capita. And, too, this fund, taken from the pockets of the people,
is )w loaned to railroad companies at 6 pr. :l.. when ea,:h tax

payer, were he allowed to keep it, could loan it at 10 and 12 pr. ct.
t is t,o be continued, in the name of reason let it out for its value.
Few persons possess anything lhke a correct idea of the vastness

the common school fmd. In railroad bonds, and indemnity bonds
of the U. S., there is the agnifieent sum of $2,417,500. Besides this.
four leagues of land were ziven to each connty as a school fund,
.ine-tenths of the railroad reaerves and other lands. Competent
jadges ha,e not hesitated to say that the fund in money and lands
amounts in value to from four to five millions of dollars. This being
the cae is that great charity seriously affected by taking from it the
10 pr. cent t’t:md? The majority of the committee think not.
Ordinance No. 1., herewilh repqrted, it will be seen authorizes

sale of $500,000.00 of the U. S. Bonds now in the [Treasury] Depart-
meat.
The ommittee considered several modes by which to raise the

money. It was suggested that the railroad bonds should be pledged
that bonds of the State be issued. These plans were thought inexpe-
dieat as nvolving’, if practicable, too great a aerifice. I]enee the:,"
concluded to adopt the plan proposed, as the only one left. It
at least a feasible one, and one as little if not less likely to occasion
serie:ts loss titan the other plans proposed in committee. ,Just at this
moment the committee seemed to think it was both expedient and
proper to get rid of the bonda of the U. S., and they deplored the
fact that ]ng since they had not been disposed of. Bat a

:ime since they were nearly at par. That they should ha.,e been gotten
rid of, had those administering State affairs duty a pprec{a*ed the
<f approachbg" disasters, admits of no doubt. )isposed ratImr to in-

terpose obstae]es to the wil] of the peopte, than to wt<q, and guard
tte public in,erects, an opportunity has been allowed to escape newer
ag’ain to presen itself. What we have to dread is that these bonds
may become utterly worthless. Even stm-uld they o, already Texas
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holds suti3eient claims upon the U. S. Government. If they should ever
be settled the State may justly reclaim from the other party ay
loss she m,y now sustain by being forced t0 :.,ell the bonds. Ulti-
mately she may haYe to submit to no loss.
As to the railroad companies, they are absolutely protected. The

bonds they will be required to take, they will doubtless grid nore
m’otiable than the bonds proposed to be sold. Most mnply secured,
the bond n a time of tranquility and condence would command a
premium. Yotm’, with wst landed resources, an enterprising and
virtuous population, and out of debt, the securities of the State will
occupy a stats in naneial circles unexcelled by that of any other
State on this continent.
As to details as go the mode by which the pay of interest on the

Skate bonds, and the redemption of the bonds themselves, it is no*
neee::sary to res?ate them here.

[- is due to candor to declare" as the fixed eonvicli(m of the com-
mittee that if the ordinances submitted are not acceptable they have
no other plum to propose, and that it will be but righ to discharge
[hem from further dty on the mhjeet. They, throng’h th(]r ehairmam
repeat theft their labors and researe}g(es have been eos{ant, zealous
and thorengh. This they say in no spirit of dictation.
The committee eouelu& by saying’ that the period is that of revo-

lution. We sh.uld not if we could overlook the fact. To such a
period it natm’ally belongs to nffer sacrifices, and to such a eriod
debt is incidental. Our State is young nnd with a great future before
her. What we now do in creating State liabilities in order to [secure ?]
State proteethm a few years of tranquility and prosperity will
efface. But if we fail )r refuse to make due provision, when pro-
vision is needed in order to meet and repel imminent danger, we shall
not only have to feel. the upbraidings of the people but our own self
reproaches.

All of which s respectfully submJtte3.
Robt. C. Campbell

Chmm Com. on Finance.

An ordinance to raise Money to defray the extraordinary expenses
arising’ from the condition of Pnblie Affairs and to pay the expenses
of the Convention2
The People of Texas, in Convention assembled, have ordained and

declared, and do ordain and declare as follows, to wit:
Section 1. That there shall be withdrawn from the Treasury of the.

State five [2] hundred thousand dollars of the Bonds, known as the

Printed bill in Miscellaneous Papers of the Seeession Convention. The
numbers in brackets indiea,te the number of the line of the printed bill
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"five per cent. Indemnity Bonds [3] of the United Sacs Govern-
ment," nd the sme placed in the hand of a Commissioner, J4]
hereinafter named, for sale at their current value.

Sec. 2. That my law now in orce, requiring said bonds to receive
the endorsement [2] of the Governor of. the State, be ad the same
s hereby repealed.

See. 3. That the Commissioner to sell said U. S. Bonds shall dis-
pose of the same at [2] as little loss to the State as po:sible, and
when sold he shall report the sale to the [3] Treasurer of the State
and pay into the Treasury, subject to appropriation by the [4] Con-
venti()n, the proceeds arising from. the sle. The Commissioner may
negotiate said [5] bonds, wilhin or with,;ut the State, as he may deem
expedient and proper f(n:’ the [6 intere t of the State.

See. 4. That the Rail Road enterprises of the State may suffer no
injury the Governt)r [21 shall cause to be prepared in proper form
and duly siged five hmdred State bonds [3] of oe thousand dollars
each, amounth’ in the aggregate to five hnndred thousand [4] dol-
lars, the equivalent in amount to the U. S. Bonds withdrawn und
ordered to be sold, [5] and deposit hem in the place of sad U. S.
Bonds, to be issued in lieu of said U. S. B(mds [6] to the Railroad
eompmie: authorized under existing’ laws of the State. to demand
the [7] sme as a loan in their behalf. Said Stato Bonds shall bear
date with the date of withdrawal [8] of the U. S. Bonds, shall bear an
interest of six per cent. per nnnum, ad be [9] made payable on the
1.st day of .July, A. D. 1871. In the body of said.State tonds [10]
shall be nserted brief statement of the fund credited by ordinance
for the payment of [11] interest and prinaipal.

Sec. 5. That so much of See. 33, Art. 7, of the Constitution a
imits the creation [2] of . State debt to the stun of one hnndred
thousand dollars, be and the same is hereby [3] mdified and changed
so as to include and not inhibit the debt eretd by this ordinance.

Sec. 6. That the bends mthorized to b ereted by this ordinance
may be adequately [2] nd securely provided for, it is here declared
nd ordained that the securities now in the [3] proper department
of the State government, rising’ from the sale of the fifty league
[] grnt of University lands or h money arising from the pay-
ment of said securities or [5] so much as may be paid by the 1st day
of July, 1871, a also the remainder of said [6] University fifty
league grnt amounting to seine one hundred and forty-six sections,
or [7] its proceeds when sold, shall be set aside and is hereby set aside
nd constituted a sinking [8] fund for the sol’ and exclusive pur-
pose of redeeming’ the principal of said State [9] Bonds. when due,

and pyable on said 1st day of July, 1871.
See. 7. That as money, acerueing from sid University security



JOURNA,. OF TIE SECESSION CONVENTION

md land, shall be paid [2! nto the State Treasury, the., same shall,
by the joint action of the Comptroller and [3] Treasm’er, be loaned
ont, on undoubted security, at a, interest of from eight to twelve [4]
per eentm, per anmm, pyabie, both principal and interest, annn-
ally, md on a credit [5] .of one year from the date of the loan, and.
thereafter in like mare>r, till required to pay [6] and satisfy the
said State Bonds hereinbefore avthorized to be made.

See. 8. !bet should he Commissioner, appointed by this art.
aeertain tha. the "cae [2] of discount on the U. S. Bonds would in-
volve too great a seriiee {o the State, and that [3] the Stte Bonds
order(d by this ordinance o be deposited in lieu of them ran be nego-
tiated [4] at a lower rate of dseonnt, then, and in that ease, the
Commissh)m.r, upm replacing [5] the U..S. Bonds, may withdraw the
State bmds created by ths ordimmee and [6] proceed to negotiate
the same; provided, however that the State Bonds issued for nego-
tiation [7] shall bea.r an interest of eight per centum per annum and
be mode payable [8] prineipa.l and interest at {he eounter of the Citi-
zens Bank, in New Orleans, in the State [9] of Louisiana.

See. 9. That E. B. Nichols, of galveston, is hereby appointed Cozn-
missioner :o negotiate [2 the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, and
that for his services and his trave]ing’ [3] expenses, ten dollaz>; per
day be allowed him.

See. 10. That to mec,t fhe pressing wants of the Convention the
Comptroller is het,eby, [2] if pra.eticable, {nstrueted to sell in the city
of Austin, or ogher p!aee in the State, [3] one hundred thousand
dollars {f the U. S. Bonds of the amonnt authorized to be sold [4] by
the first section of his ordinance, provided the same can be sold at
a fair val.ne, [5] otherwise to p]aee the same with the balance of the
bonds in the hands of the [fi] Commisqoner.

See. 11. That Jn dae.a,d proper time, the Comptroller and Tress-
nrer of {-he State [2 shal appoint some qnalified person as Commis-
sioner for the p.rpose of selling’ the [3] remainder of the fifty leane

his dnties said Commis"sioner [6] shall take an mth, well and faih-
fully to perJorm the duties asig’ned hhn.

<re. 12. ’i?ha said last mmed (]ommissionet’ shall, after giving

smh ie::gth :f time gs he m’,y appoint, [3] shall proceed a {he periods
herein mmed, o wit: r,s the is Monday i Novembe,r, [4] 181, m
the fh’ Mcndy of November, 1892, a(t on the 2tst ).[0nday of Novem-
ber. o]:. 1863. and tl’m day to day at or [as} near the land as h,5


