
JOURNAL OF THE SECESSION CONVENTION 69

they are hereby recommended to take prompt and efficient measures
to organize and arm each one or more companies of infantry or

cavah’y to be held in readiness as minute men to protect the rights
and interests of the State.

Mr. tIuteheson offered the following’ resolution
"Resolved that a committee of five be appointed to take into con-

i&tation the best plan of reducing the expenses of this Convention,
r any other body which may meet hereafter for the purpose of carry-
ing ito effect and vitality the ordinance to be voted on on the 23rd
dy of Feby. ,and to do and perform all things necessary upon the
ratification by the people of the ordinance of secession, and that
said committee report on Monday next."
}n motion of Mr. Broaddns laid on the table
Mt". Cook offered the following- resolution which wa. adopted
"Resolved that this Convention tenders to the Ilon. Louis T. Wig-

fall, John Hemphill amt John H. Reagan the thanks of the people
of Texas for the fidelity, zeal and ability with which hey have served
the State of Texas in the last congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. ["]
Mr. Lnckett offered the following resolution which was adopted,
"Resolved that the President of this Convention be requested to

transmit a copy of the ordimmee of secession with such accompany-
ing eonmmnieation as he may deem proper to our senators and rep-
resentatives in the [nited States congress trod to each of the gov-
et’nors of the sIave-holding tates. ["]

Mr. (!hilton offered the following’ resolution which on motion was

laid on the table.
"Resolved that from and after this time a majority of the whole

number of drieR’ares of this Convention shall constitute a quorum,
and hall be mthorized to transact business. "]

(In motion of Mr. Wharton the Convention ,adjourned until 2

o’clock. P. 5t., on Monday next.

Austin Texas, Monday.
February 4th A. D. 1861.

The Convention met pursuant to adjonrmnent. Roll called.
qUOl’] 1111 present.

()n moion of Mr. Nelson the reading of the Journals was dispensed
with for tim present.
On motion of Mr. Oehiltree secrecy was removed from the pro-

eeedin’s, exeept the reports of the committee on Public Safety and
the action of the Convention thereon
)n motion of Mr. Wilcox, Mr. Davidson was added to the commit-

Ice on Fo’eign Relations
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On motion of Mr. Wiley, Mr. Waller was added to the committee
on Printing.
The following communication was submitted by the President to

the Convention, as having been received by him from the Iton. Jno.
W. A. Sanford, commissioner from the sovereign and independent
State of Georgia to the State of Texas, with the request that the same

be laid before the Convention.

Convention of Georgia.
Milledgevil]e, Jany. 22nd 1861:

Resolved that in the opinion of this Convention it is the right and
the duty of Georgia to secede from the present Union and to co-
oper,ate with such of the other States as have or shall do the same

for the purpose of forming a Southern Confederation upon the basis
of the constitution of the United States.

Resolved that a committee of seventeen be appointed by the Chair
to report an ordinance to assert, the right and fulfil the obligation
of the State of Oeorg’ia to seeed6 from the Union.
A true extract from the minutes

Attest, A. R. Lamar, Secy.

An ordinance to dissolve the Union between the State of Oeorgia.
and the other States united with her under a compact of government
entitled the constitution of the United States of America.
We the people of the State of Georgia in Convention assembled do

dee/are and ordain and it is hereby declared and ordained that the
ordinance .adopted by the State of Georgia in convention on the 2nd
day of Jany. in the year of our Lord seventeen hundred and eighty-

eight, whereby the constitution of the United States of America was

assented to, ratified and adopted, and also all acts and parts of acts
of the generM assembly of this State, ratifying" and adopting amend-
merits of the’ said constitution, are hereby repealed, rescinded and
abro.e’ated.
We do further declare and ordain that the union now existing

between the State of eorgia and other States under the name of
the United States of America is hereby di:so!ved, and that the St.ate
of G.eorgia is in the full possession and exercise of all those rights
of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and independent
State.

Geo. W. Crawford
Attest President of the Convention
A. R. Lamar, Secretary.

Mr. Nelson offered the following resolution which was adopted.
"Resolved that the President ,appoint a committee of three to wait
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on tml. Jno..W.A. Sanford, commissioner from the sovereign State
,f (eor’n, and know when it will suit his convenience to vsit this

:b,rs. Nelson, Rogers of Marion and McCraven were ppointed
h,’ committee.
On motion of Mr. Ste]l *he ordinance of secession o {he State o{

1,or#.ia was reerred to the committee on Foreign Relations.
Mr, Todd offered the following resolution,
Rsolved that from and after the 4th Monday in this mon{h there

b - suspension of the supreme and district courts of this Slate until
lh,. e,,mmeneement of the fall terms.["]
{n motion of Mr. MeCraven laid on the table.
Mr. Stel], chairman of the committee to which was referred the

<b,jeet of the size and expense of the present organization of the
{’mven tion, made the following report.
"Your committee are of the opinion that our organization should

b, so ehaned as to declare that a majority of the Convettion should
b. a quorum, competent to transact the business of the Convention,
instead of two-thirds as it now stands; therefore your committee
mst respectfully sulmit the following resolution and recommend its

mloplion.
"Resolved that a majority of this Convention shall be competent

to the transaction of business instead of two-thirds. "] Adopted.
On motion the Convention went into secret session.

In Secret Session.

Mr. Robertson of Smith, chairman of the committee on Public
Naft., reported the following resolution and recommended its adop-

"7Resolved that the standing committee on Public Safety all con-
inne in session during’ the recess of the Convention, that they hold
their meetings at such times and places as in their judgmen the
prtblie interest requires, that said committee may grant leave of
absence to its members, provided such leave of absence shall not re-
duce the members left to a less number than nine:
"Resolved that said committee shall keep a full and accurate jour-

nal of their acts, in a well bound book, and report the same to the
lonvention on the reassembling thereof on the 2nd day of March
next. "]
The resolutions were adopted.
On motion of Mr. Rainey the secret session terminated and the

doors of the Convention were thrown open.
On motion of the chairman, under instructions from the committee,

Mr. Imbbock was added to the committee on Public Safety.
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Mr. Nelson, chairman of the select committee appointed to wait on

Genl. Jno. W. A. Sanford, the commissioner from the State of

Georgia to this State, reported that duty performed, and that if it

would meet the wishes of that body the commissioner would imme-

diately visit the Convention.
Genl. Sanford was then introduced with appropriate ceremony and

proceeded to address the Convention as follows, viz’:

Mr. President md Gentlemen of the Convention.
The State of Georgia has specially deputed me to announce to your

bonorab!e body that she has in the exercise of her sovereignty formally
and solemnly abrogated and annulled the ordinance by which she
became member of the Federal Union. In making this announce-
ment I deem it unnecessary to enter into a detailed exposition of the
causes which have impelled her to this course of conduct. I shall
therefore content myself with briefly adverting to the fact that her
Northern confederates have for many years pretermitted no opportu-
nity of annoying her upon the subject of negro slavery until, em-

holdened by her last forbearance, they have publicly proclaimed
their determination of waging an unceasing warfare ag’ainst its fur-
ther ext(nsion and longer toleration. The explicit avowal of this de-
termination by a party, whose increased strength and recent eleva-
tion to power have placed, in their hands the means of ctrrying’ this

threat into execution, presented to Georgia, the alternative of either
assmniug a po ilion which would place her beyond the control of those
who had unjustly refused to recognize her eqnality in the common

territory and the rig’ht of property in slaves, or of tamely submit-

ling’ to th(, inmg’nration of a policy studiously designed to overthrow
an institntion inseparably interwoven with her social org’anization,
and indispensably neceary to the advancement of her material in-

terest and properity. Never but once since her colonization hts she
been called on to decide a question so momentous and vast in its con-.

e(luences, and, now as in the days of ministerial oppression, she has
not hesitated to prononnee for freedom and independence. For the

tmrpose of snrely and effectually accomplishing this object, she hare

unconditionally revoked the powers which she had delegated to others
in trust for specific ends, and resumed the unrestrained exercise of

her sovereignty. I rejoice to know that Georgia stands not soli-

tary and alone in the performance of this heroic act. Others of her

siter States have for like cause acted in like manner. Some have pre-

ceded and others have followed her action, and I trust one and yet
another will continue to follow until all are embraced in the stone

family g’ronp and placed under the protecting aegis of that constitu-

tion which we all have loved so well and still love, but which alas!
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w. ha’e in vain tried to save from the sacrilegious hands of the ruth-
less despoiler. It is, however, not my purpose to recall the pat, or

t) recito the wrongs which you have suffered, or to suggest their fit-
ring remedy. These have, in an especial manner, been the subject
matter of your deliberations, and you have maturely considered them
amt decided them as became wise and patriotic men. I congratulate
yotl, :,ntlemen. upon this mspicious result of your labors. You
have been pleased to refer your decision to the judgement of your
peot)le. When it shall have received their sanction, as doubt-
less it will, a great question arises in reg’ard to your future position
Ae(ustomed as have been the people of the Southern States to
liYe in undisturbed amity with each other, they still ardently deire
to be associated together under the same general government. Their
interests, their pursuits, their laws, their institutions, their customs
are the same and the same destiny awaits each and all. The hearts
of Southern fathers and Southern mothers, of Southern brothers and
sisters, relatives, and friends have followed you to this distant land.
and though saddened by the wide interval between you and them,
they become less sad as hop(, and faith bid them look forward to the
time when all will again live under this same form or government,
and be protected by its strong arm.
Not only all the higher and better feelings of our nature, but con-

side,rations arising from the difficulties and dangers which surround
us, indicate the wisdom and urge the necessity of our adopting the
meanders,. Deeply and solemnly impressed as I mn with the very great
mportanee of a re-mion of the Southern States, I cannot but indulge
th( hope that no unhallowed ambition or selfish purpose will array
tsqf in (ppositi(m to a policy so indispensably necessary to the pros-
perity, imppiness and safety of all. United among ourselves, a world
in arms cannot conquer or ubjugate us. A beneficent Providence
has in :nlimited profusion placed in our midst all the means neces-
sarV to national power and national greatness, all the elements of
more speedy advancement and higher civilization than was ever en-
j)yed by the lmman race. If, therefore, these blessings have not been
unworthily bestowed upon us, we shall, at no distant day, exhibit the
spectcle of a people more prosperous in their pursuits, wiser in their
laws, md happier in the form and administration of their govern-
merit than any nation that the sun in his long journey of ages hs
ev(r shone up()ii. 11

5It. Wiley, from the select committee for that purpose appointed,
submitted the following report.
"The select committee, to which was referred sindry resolutions"

’Commissioner Sanford’s report to Governor Crawford was favorablo to
Texas (War of the Rebellion, IV, 1, p. 133).
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in relation to the election of delegates to the Montgomery convention
of slave-holding States, beg leave to report the following resolution.

"Resolved that this Convention proceed forthwith to elect by ballot
four delegates to represent the State of Texas in said convention in

order that the views and interests of the people of Texas may be con-

sulted with reference to the constitution and provisional government
that may be established by said convention"
Mr. Campbell moved to amend by striking" out fo..r and inserting

Mr. Wilcox offered the following as a substitute for the resolution
and amendment.
"We the people of Texas in Convention assembled do declare and

resolve, and it is hereby declared and resolved,
"1.st. That this Convention will forthwith proceed to the election

by ballot of seven delegates whose duty it shall be when elected to
represent the State of Texas iz a convention of those States which have
seceded or may hereafter secede from the government formerly
known as the United States of America.
"2nd. That this Convention receives and adopts the suggestions

that the convention hereby contemplated shall meet and hold its ses-

sions in the city of Montgomery in the State of Alabama, and that
the time of said meeting shall be the 1st Monday and 4th day of Feby.
A. D. 1861.
"3rd That this Convention accepts the suggestion that 6aeh of the

States seceding" from the government of the late United States, and
eoneurring in the formation of a Southern confederacy by said con-

vention, shall be entitled to one vote in said convention upon all ques-

tions which may be voted upon therein, and that each State send as

many delegates to said onvention as are equal in number to the sen-

ators and representatives to which it is entitled in the congre.;’s of
the United States under the late census.
"4th That this Convention instruct said delegates to use all proper

means to secure the ’formation of a provisional government f
for such States as have seceded or may hereafter secede from he
ernment of the ]ate United States so as the same may be orgamzed
and go into operation as speedily as possible, and towards that end
they are hereby instructed to submit to said convention on the parl
of the people of Texas the constitution of the late United States
America as a basis and outline of sch )rovisional govermnent for
the said seceding States; provided that said provisional government
and the tenure of all officers and appointments accruing under it

cease and determine in one year from the 1st Monday or 4th day
of Peby. A. D. 1861, or whenever a permanent government shall have
been organized, as may be agreed upon.
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"5th That this Convention do further instruct said delegates that
they use all proper means to the end that the convention of the

seceding States shall proceed forthwith to consider and propose a

constitution and plan for a permanent government establishing a

Southern confederacy among’ those States which have seceded or may

hereafter secede, which constitution and plan of govermnent shall be

referred back to the people for their ratification or rejection."
On motion of Mr. Green the proposed substitute of Mr. Wilcox waos

taid on the table.
Mr. Gray offered the following as a substitute for the amendment

offered by Mr. Campbell.
"Amend by adding to the re:otution the following, viz: 2nd. Re-

solved that Mesrs. Louis T. Wigfall, John Hemphill and ,John H.
Roao;m be additional delegates from this State in said convention,
and be requested to attend the same as soon after the 2nd day of
i{areh next as practicable"

On motion of Mr. Field ]aid on the table.

Mr. Chilton moved to lay the amendment offered by Mr. Campbell
on the table. Lost by the following vote.

Yeas, Mesrs. Abererombie, Adam.s, Allen, Askew, Batte, Black,
Blythe, Broaddus, Win. Chambers, Chambers of Titus, Charleton,
Chisnm, Clark, Clopton, Coke, Cook, Dunh.am, Feeney, Field, Gould,
Graham of Bee, Green, Herbert, Hooker, IIghes, Hutch)son, Kelly,
Lea, Lester, Locke, Maxey, Mills. Moore of Fayette, Moore of IIen-
derson, Nelson, Newsom. Neyland, Palmer, Payne of Hnderson, Pope,
Portis, Price, Robertson of Washington, Rnnnels, Shepard, Stewart
of Anderson, Terry of Tart’ant, Thomason, Todd, Waller, Ward,
Warren, Wiley, and Work, 54.

Nays, Mesrs. Anderon of Colorado, Armstrong, Beaztey, Box,
Burr(mghs, Burton, Br)dshaw, Brahan, Brown, Campbell, Casey, T.
J. Chambers, Chilton, Davidson, Dean, Devine, Diamond of Cooke,
Dimnond of Grayson, Donelson, Edwards, Early, Flournoy, Ford of
Caldwell, Ford of Cameron, Frost, Galloway. Gtmahl, {Iraham of
Rusk, Gray, Gregg, tIardeman, IIayes, Hicks, Hill, Hobby, IIogg,
Holt, Howard, Hoyle, Ireland, Jennings, Johnson of Titus. ,Jones,
suenr, Latham, Littleton, Lubbock, Luekett, Maltby, MeCraven,
Craw, MeKay, Miller, Moore of Burnet, Montel, Moss, Muller, Nauen-
doff, Nash, Nichols, Niche/son o1 Dallas, Nicholson of Fannin, Nor-
ris, Obenehain, Ochiltree, Oldham, Payne of Hopkins, Peck, Poag,
Prendergast, Preston, Rainey, Reagan, Rector, Robertson of Bell,
Robertson of Smith, Rogers of H.arris, Rogers of Marion, Ross, Rnge-
ley, Scott, Scurry, Smith of Bexar, Stell, Stewart of Falls, Stewart
of Gonzales, Stockdale, Taylor, Terry of Fort Bend, Throekmorton,
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Walworth, Watkins, Wharton, Wier, Wilcox, Williams of Lavaca,
\Villiams of Lamar, and Wright, 98.

Mr. Nelson offered lbc following as a substitute for the resolution
and proposed amendment.

"Resolved that this Convention proceed to the election of one com-

missioner to the convention proposed to be held at Montgomery, Ala-

bama, by the seceded States.["]
On motion of Mr. Davidson lad on the table.
The amendment offered by Mr. Campbell to strike out [oto’ and

hsert seve was then adopted by the ollow]ng vote.
Yeas, Mesr:. Anderson of Colorado, Armstrong, Box, Burroughs,

Burton, Bradshaw, Brahan, Brown, Campbell, Casey, Wm. Chmnbers,
T. J. Chmubm, Chlton, Coke, Dancey, Davdson Dean, Devine, Dia-
m(md of Cooke, Diamond of Grayson Donelson, Edwards, Early, Fall,
Feeney, F]ournoy, Ford o Caldwell, Ford of Cameron, Frost, Gal-
loway, Gnahl, (:h’abam of Bee, Graham of Rusk, Gray, Gregg, I[arde-

man, ttays, Hick, Hill, Hobby, Hogg, Holt, Howard, Hoy], ireland,

Jeunings, Johnson of Lamar, Jones, Lesueur, Iatha.m. Littleton, Lub-

bock, Luekett, Maltby, MeCraven, McCraw, McKay, Miller, Moore
of Bnmet, Montel, Moss, Muller. Nash, Nauendorf, Nichols. Nichoi-

son of Fannin, Nieholson of Dallas, Norris, Obenchain, Oehiltrce, Old-
ham, Peek, Prendergast, Presten, Rainey, Reagan, Rector, Robertson
of Smith. Roger’s of t/arris, Rogers of Marion, Ros :, ugeley, Iunnels,
Scarboroug’h, Scott, Smith of Bexar, Stelt, Stewart of Falls. Stewart
of Gonzales, Stoekdale, Taylor, Terry of Fort Bend, Walworth, Wat-
kins, Wier, Wilcox, Villiams of Lavaca, Williams .of Immar, and
Wright, 99.
Nys, Mesrs. Abercrombie, Adams, Allen, Askew, Batte, Bezley,

Black, B]ythe, Broaddus,. Chambers of Titus, Charleton, Chisum,
Clark, Cloptom Cook, Dunham, Field, Gould, Green, Herbert. ]looker,
HuR’hes, Huteheson, Kelly, Lea, le ter, Locke, Maxey, Mills. Moore
of Fayette, Moore of Henderson, Nelson, Newsom, Neyland. f’ahner,
Payne of Henderson, P,mg, Pope, Portis, Prier, Robertson of Wash-
ington, Shepard, Stewart of Anderson, Terry of Tarrant, Thomason,
Throekmorton, Todd, Waller, W.ard, Warren, Wiley. and Work, 52.

Mr. Stoekdale moved to strike out the word "delegate" wherever
it occurred in the resolution and insert the word "commissioner" in
lieu thereof.

Mr. Nelson moved to lay the resolution as amended on the abte.
Lost by the o]]owin’ vote,
Yea, Mesrs. Adams, Allen, Askew, Batte, Beazley, Burton,

roughs, Blyth, Broaddus, Chambers of Titus, Charleton, Chisum.
Clarke, CJopton, Coke, Cook, Field, Feeney, Gould, Gray, Gregg,
Herbert, Itill, Hughes, Hnteheson, Lester, Locke, MeCraw, MeKay,




