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tion; it will confirm those now in favor of the measure, and augment
their number.

Mr. Ochiltree said he was still of the same opinion, but as he did not
wish to stifle investigation, he would wuhdraw hxé motion,

On motion of Mr. Moore, the substitute oﬂ'ered by Mr. Baylor was

" adopted:

&

S

Mr. Darnell oﬁ'ered the followmo resolutwn

Resolved, That the Committee on General Provisions be instructed
to enquire into the expediency of providing by law, at the earliest day
practicable, that all or one-halfthe property belongmg to the wife, by
deed, gift, bequest or inheritance at the time of her marriage, shyll re-.
main the property of the wife, as also one-balf of the property of the”
husband at " the time of marriage shall vest, as also ene-half of all pro-
pefty that shall be acquired after marriage, after the payment of all just
debts shall likewise vest in the wife; also the proceeds of the property
belonging to the wife shall be at her own disposal,

Whlch resolution was read abd laid on the table one day for consxde-

Mr Mxller offered the following resolution :

Resolved That the President of this Convention be and is hereby au-
thorized and requested to make a requisition upon the Secretary of the
Treasury for stz thousand dollars, to be used for the per deem pay and
inileage of th¢ .members, and the contingent expenses of the Conventxon '

“On motion of Mr, Young, tte rule wassuspended requiring the reso-
 lution to lay.on the table one day, and the’ resoluuon was taken up and
“adopted by the Convention.

- On motion of Mt. Van Zandt, the Convenuon ad}ourned until Mon--
day morning, 9 o "elock. -

Mouday, Tuly I4Lh 1845,
9 .a'clock, a. M.

The Convenuon met pursuant to adjoumment
Prayer by the Chaplain,

* w+The resolution of Mr. Hogg, of Fnday last, authorizing the Hon.

‘- W'm, B. Ochiltree (one of the delegates from Nacogdoches county,) to

tign the ordinances adopted by this body of July 4th, was'taken up and
adopted.

The resolation of Mr. Cuney, prov1dmv that the ﬂm House of Rep-+
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4 .
resentatives of the State of Tqxasshall consist of sixty members, and that
for every three Representatives there shall be one Senator, was 1aken
up, and on motien of Mr. Scott, the resolution was laid en the table.

The resolution ef ¥r. Darnell, requiring the committee on General
Provisions to enquire into the expediency of providing by law that pro-
perty belonging to the wife shall remain her separate property, &e,
was taken up.  On motion of Mr. Young, the last clause in the resolu-
tion, providing that “the control of the property belonging to the wife
s.‘:{a“ be at her own disposal,” was stricken out, and the resolution adopt-
ed. o y
Mr. Cunaningham offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to enquire into
the expediency of inserting in the Constitution a clause providing for the
appointiment of an officer in each Judicial District, whose duty it shall
be to enquire into, and cause to be brought before the Diswrict Court,
all cases in their respectivé Districts, of land titles forfeited under the
laws of Couhuila and Texas, as well as ail lands es¢heated under any of
the laws herétofore existing within the territory of Texas; also to en-
quire into the expediency of setting aside the monies arising from the,:
sale of such lands for the purposes of eddeation, and report thereon'as
soon as practicable, - . \ Co ‘

Which was read, and laid on the table one day for consideration.
On motion of Mr. Horton, the Convention adjonrned unul'4 o’clock.
P' M. - ’

4 o’clock, ». m.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
" Mr. Runnels, chdirman of the committee on the Legislative Depart-
ment, made the following report: ‘ a

' ‘ Committee Room, Austin,
: July 1lth, 1845, ;

Mr. Pfes_idem! PR 4‘ ' -

The committee on the Legislative Department of the Government
have had under consideration the subject referred to them, and have in-
structed me to make the following report:

Bec. 1. Every free white male person who shall be a citizen of the
United States, or who is, at the time of the adoption of this Constitution,
a citizen of the now Republic of Texas, and shall have resided in this
_State otie year hext preceding an election, and the last six months with-
in the county, city, or town, in which he offers o vote (Indians oot tax-
ed, Africans and ‘descendants of Africans excepted;) shall be deensed a
qualified eleetor. . - : : ‘

s

~ f
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8ec. @ Electors shall, in all cases, except a breach of the peace,
treason or felony, be privileged from arrest during their attendance as
electors, and in going to and returning from the same. :

8ee 3. Inappostioning representatives among the several counties,
cities or towns, entitled Lo separate representation, regard shall be had
to the qualifird electors, ‘

See 4 'T'he fegislative powers of this State shall be vested in two
distinet branches, the one to be styled the Senate and the other the House

- of Reptesentatives, and both together the *General Assembly of the
Sute of Toxas,” and the style of their laws shall be, *Be it enacted by
the (General Assembly of the State of Texas” ' o
/ See. 5. - The mewmbers of the House of Representatives shall be cho-
s2n by the qaalificd electors, and shall serve for'the term of two yearé,
from the day of the com nencement of the general elections, and no
longer. ) , )

Sec. 6. All elections by the people, shall be by ballot, until aliered
by law. + R *

Sec. 7. No person shall be a Representative, unless he shall be a
eitiz n of the United States. or, at the,time of the adoption of this Cou-
gthution, a citizen of the now Rwepublic of Texas, und shall bave been

"“an inhabitant of this State two years next preceding his election ; and
the last yea: thereaf, a citizen of the county, city or town, for which he
shull bi'chosen and shall have atiained 10 the age of twenty-five years
at the time of his election. | - o :

Sec. 8. -All elections by the people, shall be held at such time and
place or places, in the several counties, cities or towns, as is now, or
may hereafier be, designated by law. ,

Sec. 9 The whole number of Senators shall, at the several periods
of making the enumeration, be fixed by the General Assembly; und
apportionel among the severalthsiricts, to be established by taw, uccord.
ing to the number of qualifigd elcefors; and shall never be less than
one-fourth, nor more than oue-tbird, of the whole number of Repre-
sentatives. R B

Sec. 10.- The Seoators shall be chosen by the qualified- electors,
for the term of four years ; and, on their being convened, in consequence
of the first election, they shail be divided by lot, from their respective
districts, into twh classes; as pearly eqoal as can be, The seats of Sen-
ators of the first class shall be vacated-at the-expiration of the first two
years, and of the second class at the expiration- of four years; so that-
one half thereof shall be chosen bieanially, thereafter. -

~ Sec 11 Such mode of classifying vew additional’ Senators shall be

+. observed, as will, as neafly as possible, preserve an equality of number

& in each class. o i : o o

- Sec. 12. Whena Srnatorial District shall be composed of two or
more Boumies, it sha!l not be separated by any county belonging to-an-
other district. . . ;
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Sec. 13, No person shall be a Senator, unless he shall be a citizen
of the United Staies, or, at the time of the adojption of this Constitution
a citizen of the now Republic of Texas, and shall bave been wn mhab
itant of this State three vears next preceding the clection ; and the lust
year thereof a- resident of the district for which he shall by chosen -
shall have attained to the age of thirty years, and shull have paid a state
and county 1ax. o )

Sec. 14. The House of Representatives, when assembled, shuli
choose a Speaker and its officers; and the Senate shall choos a P esi-
dent, and its other officers. Each House shail judge of the quahfica-
tions, and elections, of its own members: but a contested eleetivn shalt
be determined in such manner as shall be ditected by law : a majority
of each House shall censtitute a quorum to do business, buta smaller
number may adjouin from day to day; and compel the attendance of
absént- members, in such manner, and under such peniliics, as cach
House may provide. . o

Sec. 15.7 Each tlouse may determine the ritles ofits own proceed-
ings. punish members for disorderly behavior, and, with the consentof
two-thirds, expel a member—bat rot 2 sccond time for the same cause. |

Sec. 16. Each House shall keep a journal of its procecdings-and:
publish the same—excepting such parts as, in its judgment, may 1« quire
secrecy; and the yeasand nays of the members of either House, on any
question, shall, at the desire of any thiee members preseut, be entercd
on the journals.

Sec. 17. ° When vacancies happen in either House, the Governor, ox
the person exercising the power of the Governor, shall i:sue writs of
election, to i}l such vacancies. :

Sec, 18. Senators and Representatives shall, in all cases rxcept of
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be priviiegvd from arrist, durive
the session of the General Assembly; and in going to and returning
from the same—allowing one day for every twenty wiles such iwember
may reside from the place at which the General Assembly is conv. ped |

Sec. 19. Each House may punish, by imprisonment doying the s s
sion, any person, not a member, for disrespectful or disordetly conduer;
in its presence; or (or obstructing any of jjs proceedings; provided such
imprisonment shall not, at any one time, excerd forty-eight hows

See. 20, 'The doors of each-Houge shull be kept open, except on
such occasions a8, in the opinion of the House, may require sicreey ,

Sec, 21, Neither House shall, without the consent of the ether, ad. -
journ for more than three days—not to any other place than that in
which they may be sitting, without the concurrence of both Houss.
~ Bec.22. ' Bills may, originate in either House, and be nmended  al-
teted or rejected, by the other ; but no bill shall have the force of a law
until, onthree several days, it be read in each House, and free discnssion
be atlowed thereon—unless, in case of great emetgency, four-i ths of
the House in which the bill shall be pending, may deem it expedient to
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dispense with this rule: and every bill haviag passed both Houses,

shall be signed by the Speaker and President of their respective Housgs.

Sec. 23.  All bills for raising revenue, shall originate in the House

of Representatives; but the Senate may amend, or reject them, as other

bills, : :

Sec. 24. Each member of the General Assembly shall receive,
fram the public treasury, a compensation {or his services, which may be
increased or diminished by law; but mo increase of compensation shall
take effuct during the sessica at which such increase shall be made, .

See. 25. No Senator or Repregentative shall, during the term - for
which he shall have been slocted, be eligible to any civil office of profit
under this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of
which shall have been inereased during such term; and ne member of
either House of the General Assembly shall, after the first session of
the Legislatare after his election, and daring the remainder of the term
for which he is eltected, be eligible to any office or place, the appointment
to which may be made in whole or w part by either branch of the
General Assembly; nor shall the members thereof, be capable of

_voting for a member of their own body, for any oifice whatever, 'ex-

iceptit be in such cases as herein provided for. .

‘Sec. 26. No Judge of zay-court of law, or equity, Secretary of
State, Autotney General,’ Clerk of any court cf record, Sheriff or Col-
lector, or any person holding a lucrative offieé under the United States,
{the office of post-master excepted,) or this State, shall be eligible to the
(teneral Assembly: provided that officers of the militia, to which there

.is auached no annual salary, or the office of juatice of the peace, shall
not be deemed lacrative. R -

Sec. 27. ' No person who, at any time, may have been a collector of
taxes, or who may have been otherwise entrusted with public money,
shall be eligible'to the Geeneral Assembly, ot 1o ony office of profit or

gtrust under the Biate Government, until he shall have obtained a dis-
charge for the amount of such collections, and for all public monies with
which he may have been entrusted. ‘ R
. Sec. 28. Mimsters of the Gospel being, by their profession, dedica-
ted to Grad and the care of soyls, ought not to bediveried from the great
duties of their functions: therefore, no Minister of the Gospel, or Priest,

. of any denomination whatéver, shall be eligible tothe ‘General Assem.

- bly. : ‘ , g

B yéee. 99, Electionsfor Senators and Representatives shall be general;
throughout the State ; acd shall be regulated by law, : I

_ Bec. 30 The General Assembly ehall, attheir first meeting, and in the

* year one thousand eight hundred and fify, and in pot less than every

% four, nor more than every eight vears thereafter, cause an enumeration

* to be made of all the free white inhabitants, (Indians not taxed, Africans

“and descendants of Africans excepted.) of the State, designating arti-
cularly the number of qualified- electors, and the whole number of Re-
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prespmmtes shall; atthe several periods of making such enumeranon,:
be fiked by the General Assembly and apportioned among the several
counties, cities or towns, entitled to separate representation, according o
the number of qualified ‘electors in cach; and shall not be less than for-
ty, nor more than sixty-four, until the number of [ree white inhabitints
{Indians not taxed, Africans and descendants of Africans, excepied, shall
be one hundred thouaand and after that event, such ratio that the whole.
namber of Rvnresemauves shall never be less than smiy, nor moré
than one-hundred, ‘

Sec. 31. The members ofthe General Assemhl shall, at lhmr first
session after the adoption .of this Coustitution by the Congress of the
United States, reccive from the.treasury of ‘the.State, as their compen:
sation, three dollars per day for each day they shall be inatendanee on,
and three doilars for every (wenty miles travéllisg to and from, the
place‘of convening the Geveral Assemblv “The first general elecnon
for Benafors and Represemd»twes of the Genera] Assemble shall be beld’
on the first Monday and day- m!lowmq, in thé month of November, one
thousand eight hundred and fur'y six,and shall be hicld biennially there-
afier, on the first Monday and day Jollowing; in the mon'h of Novem-
ber.

Bee. 32. The first session ofthP General Ascemb a{ter the 1dop
tion of this Constitution by the. Congress of the Ummd Suates, shall be’
held at the City of Austin, the present Seat of (aovérnm nt, and thereaf.
ter, untif’the year one thousand eight hundred and. fifty, and uatil the
Législature shall otherwiseé provide by law for a temborary dv peiiha.
nent Seatof Government. Elections for miembers of the first sossion of
the General Assembly shall be held on the first Mooday and (hy follow-
ing of January next, and shall e governed in all respects- by the laws
ofthe existing gdvernment, regulating elections, and shall be convenad
by the President of the existing govergment, af the ‘earliest day practi-
cable afier the adonuon of&hls Consmuuon by the Congress of the Um-
ted States.

All ofwhxch is respectfa ly submmad
‘ H. G. RUNNELS, Chanman

On mononfoer Caldwell, 500 copies were ordered to be prmted
M. Lipscomb-offered the following resolution :

f

Resolved, That'a committee be appomted to cousist of seven mem-
bers, to inguire and report to the Convention the amount of money which
can be collected by a reasonable rate of taxation,«nl what anount will
be sufficient to support the State Government for the frst year.

Mr. ‘Lipsaomb said that he did not know ‘whether a resolution of this
kind was in conformity with the ususl mode adopted io Lodies like this.-
Ifwe had a commmee of Ways and Means, it would be proper perbiaps

8

, : ol >
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for that commiltee (o make the i inquiry. But haviog no sueh commit-

tee, this appeared to bethe only, method of arriving at mformavlon.

_ which by him and perhaps by many. other mrmbers was deemed of

importance. To vate advisedly, it was necessary first to know the pro-
bable amount which could be coilected by taxation, and also theamount
redsonably demanded for the support of the State Government until the
taxer should be coliected_ Without this information, he should vote in

“the dark.  He for one was unwilling that the State should go in debt
.the first year of its existence. He wou]d much !mther the officers should

seive w:thoul pay

"Qn mdnoh of Mr. C’aldwell the rule reqmrmg the resolution to lie on
the table for one day, was suspended,and the resolution adopted.
The President announced Messrs. Ltpscqmb Caldwell, Moore, Tar-

‘rant, Holland, Henderson and Lewis, as'the committee contemplated
- bythe resoluuon ‘On motion of Mr. Lipscomb, he was excused from
" serving on the committee, and Mr. Miller was substituted in his place.

Mr. Caldwell moved that Mr Bmyth; of Jasper, be added to the com-

' mlttee

i

Mr, Lewzx said he wasyxst about to make the 'same proposition, and
that Mr. Smyth be substituted for himself, asthe committes was already
sufficiently ‘large. - Fle was willing to aid as far as he could in the at-

““taintment of the obJect but Mr, Smyth was certainly much better in-

formed upon thé subject. ~ He had been chairman of the committee on

* Ways and Means in the last Congress, gnd performed the duties of that

position -with great ability. He wag particularly acquainted with the
‘condmon of the finances. of the country; and could refer to facts.”

Mr Smyth was substituted in place of Mr.-Lewis on the comm]ttee
. Mr. Jewett offered the following resolution :

Resolwed, That the Sectetary direct one of his assistants to copy for
the use of the Cunvention, the Colonization contracts made by the Pre-

© sident of the Republic, now ou file in the General Land Office.

On motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the rule was suspended, and the resolu
 tion adopted,

* Mr. Holland offured the followmg re;oluuo};

Whereas. the citizens,of the Republic, of Texas hbor under gréat ip-
i cohvenience in the {ransaction df iheir business in’ the C’eneral La nd
Oflice, owing tothe great extemofcheterrlwry“ s

Be it therefore Resolved, That the committee on épneml vaxsmns
Br’ instructed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of establishing:

;g 2 Land Ofﬁce at the lowa, of M:rshal in tho couaty of Hirrison, for the.

b,
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!ransaclmn of the buam’eﬂs of the General Land Office for the colmues
of - . . .

Wh:ch was' read, and laid on the table'one day for consideration.
On motion-of Mr. Moote, the report of the committee on the Execu-
tive Department was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Caldwell, it was

made the special order of the day for to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Van Zand, the report .of the committee on the
Billof nghtﬁ, was made the special o;der of the day for 9 o'clock, to-
morrow morning. ,

On motion of Mr. Cazneay,

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow’ mornm , balf past 8
o lek . :

¥l

Tuesday morhing, July th 1840.

The Conve’xtmn met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by the Chaplain. - *

Mr, Evang, from the minority of the Commmee on Prm egos and
Elections, made the followmg report:

; (,ommmee Room, JuIy lQLh 1845.
o the Hon. the President: :

'The utdersigned, dissent‘g from the majority\ of the’?:om‘mittee on
Privileges and Elections, to"whom was referred the: memorial of Hor-
ace Burnham, who claims a seat in this Convention as a depuly from
the district ofcmmtty embracing the settlement at and near the forks of
the Tnmty river, begs leave to report :

. That in the opinion of the undersigned, there isno similarity between
this case and any other which has been presented to the consideration
of this Canvention, bat that this case involvesatl the argument urged in
sippprt. of those cases, besides many other potent and equitable conside-
rations, the most important of which are—That owing to the remote ’

- and sequestered situation of thé settlements at the forks of the Trinity,
the President’s proclamation recommendmgthe Cenvention was not re-,
ceived by then until nine days prior to the time therein recommended
for holding the election. That the seitlements are comprised wit hin'a

- portion of Nucogdoclres and Robertson counties—that it is the distance
of 250 miles from the nearest point in those seitlements to the town of
Nacogdocties, (the county seat of Nacogdoches county ;) that it is the, :

: d:stame of 160 to 170 miles from the place at which this election was
held, to Franklin, (the county seat of Robertson county,) god that .cou-.
a0 quentlv it was lmpoeslb[e for these voters to compiy’ with the requisi-

’ o . A
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