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Friday, July Fourth, A, D 1845.

This being the d'xy recommended by the President of the Repubhc
-of Texas, in his Proclamation bearing date the fifth day of May, A. D..
1845, for the assembling of Delegates in Convention for the purpose of
conSIdermcr the proposition for the annexsdtion of Texas to the United

. States, and : any‘other propositton which might be made concerning the
natonality of the Republu, and of adopting, provmmna“v, a Constitution
to be submitted to.the people for their ratification, with a view to the ad-
mission of T'exas as a State into the North American Union, the Cen-
vention - met nccordmgly at the City of Auwstia, in the Republic of

Texas.

On motion of My, Isaac Parker, a De]egare from Houston county,
Mr. Abger B. Lipscomb, a Delegate from Washington county, was
called to the chair, as President pro tem.

On motion of Mr, Joha Hemphill, a Delegate from Washmgton
county, Mr. James H. Raymond was appoeinted- Secretary pro lem.

On motion of Mr. Hemphill, it was

“Resolved, That the call oft Deputies be made by counties;. and that
the Deputies present provided with tben credentials, be requested to .
deliver them to the Secretary pro tem.”

The counties being called, a)phabencany. the ioﬂowmo Delegates

. presented their credeatials, viz.:

From the conpty of Austin-—Phil. M. Cuney.

Brazoria—H. G. Runnels, RobL M. Forbe«

Brazos—S8am. Lusk. = - a

B?suop—nlohn Caldivell,

Bexar—José Antonio Navatro,

Colorado—~Gego. Wm, Brown. |

Fannin—Gustavus A. Everts, Lemuel Dale Evans

Fort Bend—], B. Miiler,

- Fayette—R. E. B. Baylor, James 8. Mayﬁeld.

Galveston—R. Bache, James Love.

Goliad—Wm. L. Hunter.

Gonzales-—John D.. Anderson,

Houston—Isaac Parker, P. O. Lump kin, "

Harris—Francis Moore, jr., I. W, Brashear, Alex. McGowan.

" Harrison—[saac Van Zandt, 8. Holland, Edwd Clark '

Jasper—Geo. W. Smyth. .

Jefferson—James Armstrong. ‘ ‘

Jackson—Francis M. White. ~

Liberty—~James Davis, Geo. . Wood. .

Lamar—Geo. W.  Wright, H..R, Latimer..

Montgomery—John M. Lawxs, James Scolt, Archxbald McNeM

Matagorda—A. C. Horton, . *

Milam—Istael Standefer.
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Nacogdoches-—~Thos. J. Rusk, Jos. I. Hogg, Chas. 8. Taylor:
Rusk—David Gage. ' '
Robertson—Henry J. Jewett. .
Relagio-—James Power. | } »

Red River—Albart H. Latimer, W, C. Youne.
San Augustine—J. Pinckney Henderson, Nicholas [. Darncll
Shelby—Emery Rains, A. W. O. Hicks. ’ )
Sabise—James M. Burroughs. :
— San Patricio—H. L. Kinney.
Fravis—Wm. L. Cazneau,
Vicioria—Al 8. Cunaingham.’ - :
Washington—Abner 8. Lipscomb, John Hemphill, Van R. Iiion.
On motion of Mr. Hemphill, it was ordered that the roll be called,
and the Delegates answer to their names; when the following members
were shown to be present, viz: Messrs. Anderson, Armstrong of Jefll,

Armstrong of Roberison, Baylor, Bache, Brashear, Brown, Burroughs,

Caldwell, Cazunean, Clark, Cunningham, Cuney, . Darnell, Davis,

Everts, Forbes, Gage, Hemphill, Henderson, Hicks, Hogg, Horton,

Holland, Hun’er, lrion, Jewett, Kinney, Latimer of Red River, Lati-

mer of Lamar, Lewis, Love, Lumpkin, Lusk, Lipscomb, Mayfield,

McGowan, M'Neill, Miller, Moore, Navarro, Parker, Power, Rains,

Runnels, Scott, Smyth, Siandefer, Taylor, Van. Zandt, White, Wood,

Wright and Young. ’ N '

Oa motion of Mr. Mayfield, it was ordered that the Convention do
now proceed Lo the election of a President of the Convention.

Mr. Runnels put in nomination Thos. J. Rusk. ,

There being no other nominee, Mr.. Rusk was declared duly and
unanimously elected President of the Convention.

The Presidént elect being thereupon conducted to the chair, address-
ed the Convention as follows: | :

Gentlemen of the Convention:

Language would fail me, were I to altempt an expression of my
feelings, 1n being thus, unsought by e, elevated to the position which
1 now occupy as the President of this honorable Convention, 10 whose
hands isconfided the dearest interest of the pedple of Texas, and whose
action upon ‘this occasion I am satisfied will not disappoint the just ex-
Fectations of the frieads of Republican’ Goverament. My pursuits ‘in

ife have not thrown me into situations to become. acquainted with the
rules of proceedings acted upon by bodies of this kind; and I must in
advance ask the indulgence of the Convention towards the errors and
mistakes which, I have no doubt, Lshall unintentiopally fall,into. The
objects for which we have assembled deeply interest the people of Texas.
We have the hopes-of out present population as well as the millions
wha may come ¢ fier usin our hands. The eyes of the civilized world
are upon 8. We present this day a. bright spectacle to all lovers of
freedom and Republican’ Government, " -

i/
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The history of the world may be scarched in ¥ain for a paralldl to
the present instance of two ‘governmerts amalgamating themsclves into
one, from a pure devotion to that great principle—that man, by enlight-
ening his intellect, and culiivating those moral sentiments with which
his God has. impressed him, is capable of self government. A

The terms of annexation are alike honorable to the United States and
to Texas; and, asa Texian, acting for myselfand my posterity,.1 would
not, were it practicable, without in the slightest degree endangering the
great question involved, seek to alter the terms proposed to vs by the
Government of the United Statcs.  Texas, animeted by the same spirit,
and following the bright example of the fathers of the American revo-
lution, has'acquiréd at the cost of blood her freedom and independencs.
from those who would have enslaved her people. She now, with &
unanimity unparalleled, entersthat great confederacy, to whose keeping
the bright jewel of buman liberty is confided, content to -bear the bur-
thens and share the benefits which Republican Government carries in
her train. ' ‘

Our duties here, although important, are plain and easy of perform-
ance. The formation of a State Constitution upon’ Republican princi-
ples is the only act to be performed to incorporate us into the American
Union. While we insert those great principles which have been
sanctioned by time and experience, we should be careful to‘avoid the
introduction of new and untried theories. We should leave those who
are to follow us free to adopt such amendments to the system as their
experience and intelligence shall suggest, and their circumstarices ren-
der necessary. ’ - .

We have one grand object in view; and that is to enter the great
Anmerican confederacy with becoming dignity and self respect. Let us
then lay aside all minor considerations, and avoid all -subjects ealcula-
ted to divide usin opinion, and’ march boldly and eonfidently up to the
formation of a Constitution, which, while it secureés our own rights,
shall satisfy our friends abroad, and meet the sanction of that God 1o
whose bountiful protection Texas is already so much indebted. t

The Rev. Chauncey Richardson, by invitation, -then addressed the
throne of gracein a fervent and appropriate prayer. ‘

On motion of fMr. Van Zandt, it was ordered that the Convention
proceed to the'election of a Secretary 1o the Convention:

Mr. Van Zandt nomipated Mr, James H. Raymond. Mr. Lipscomb
nominated Mr. Joseph Waples. o
"~ Mr. Raymond having received a majority of tHe votes on the first
ballot, was declared duly elected Secretary of the Convention, (

The Convention being duly organized, proceeded to business.

- On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Navarro was granted permission to

engage the sorvices of an Interpreter, e '

A
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Me. Lipscomb offered the following resolation, viz.:

«Resolved, That a cormittee of fifleen be appointed for the purpose
of reporting an Ordinance, expressing the assent of this Convention to
the propasitions made by the Dresident of the United States for the ad-
mission of Texas us a State into the Federal Union.”

Read and laid on the the table.

- The President informed thé Convention thata communication from
the President ofthc Republic of Texas, addressed. to the President of
the Convention, had been placed upon his table.

Oa motion of Mr. Van Zandt, the communization of his Excellency
(he Presuient was taken up. and read as follows:

Executive Department,
Washington, June 28, 1845.

To the President and members of the Convention to assemble at Aus-
tin on the fourth of July next :

Gentlemen—In compliance with one of the provmons of a Joint
Resolution of the present Congress, entitled “A Joint Resolution giving
the consent of the existing government to the annexation of Texas to
the United States,” approved .outhe third inst, Tnow havethe honor to
transmit you a copy of the said Joint resolution properly authenticated
at the Stale Department.

Believing the Conventibn might have use for them, T also transmit
herewith transmit copies SImtlfarlv aut hemlcatcd of the following official
documents:

1. Joint Resolution for annexmg Texas to the United States, appro
ved March Ist, 1845 ;.

2. A Proalamm.on recommending the e]ecuon of Deputies to the .
Conveéntion, issued by me on the 5th of May last;

8. A Proclamation declaring to the people of "Texas the actual situa-
tion of their affuirs, with respect to Mexico, and a cessation of hostilities
between the two countries,—issued by me on the 4th inst;

4, Conditions Preliminary td" a ‘I'reaty of Peace between Mexico
and Texas,— stgned by the (orfner at the Clty of Mexico on the 19th of
May last, and since rejected by the Senate of Texas, together with the
correspondence in relation to the same;

5. A communication under date of the 26th mst., from the Hon. E
Allen, Attorney General of the Republic of T'exas, charged ad interim
with the direction of the Department of State, tp the Hon, A. J. Donel-
son, Cbargé d’ Affaires of the United Stdtes, on the subjectofa probable
renewal of hostilities by Mexico, and the consequent introduction of the
U..States troops for the defence of the country ;

6.. Copies of two communications from the State Department to Mr.
Ashbel Smnh dated 10th of May nud 26th of June, l845 and
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7. Joint Rosolution relative to the introduction ufUmted States tmops,
and for other purposes.

I have the hounor to be, Gentlemen, with: the greatest respect, your
most obedient selvaut

{Bigned,) . : ANSON JONES.

‘On motion of Mr. Mayfield, the Convention dispensed with the read-
ing of the accompanying documents, with the exception of the Joint
Resolution annexing Texas to the United States, and the communication
and documents were Iaid on the table for the present, Lo

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolution offéred by Mr. Lipscomb, for
the:appointment of a committee ofﬁfteen was takeh from the table, read
and adopted. - . '

Whereupon the President appmnted the folowing members to com-
pose the commities, viz.. Messrs, Lipscomb,” Moore, Oald well; Bverts,
Laovo, Van Zandt, Henderson,  Cazneau, Evans, Runnels, “Hemphill
Lewis, Baylor, Daws and Smith.’

On motion ef M:." Mayfield, the communication of his Excellency
the President, together with the documents accompanyma weré refnrred ‘
to the above appointed committee. ‘

The-special committee, after an absence of some time. remrned, nnd :
through thBH’ chauman made the{ollowmg report

(,ommmee Room, July 4ih, 1845
To the Han lnos J. Rusk! ;
. President of the Cqmenttam

The committee to whom was referred the comimunication of - hls Ex "
cellency the President ofthe Republic, 1ogether with the arcompanyiog
dacuments, have had thesame under cotrsidecation, and have instrucied
me to report the following Ordinance, and recammend ns adoplmn by
the. Convention, NS

§

(Signed) . e o ABNER s LIPSCOMB,
B N e Q i A Chmrman
o AN | ORDINAKCE. e

Whereka, the’ bon,grt‘zss ofthe United States of” Amenca has passed res-
olutions praviding for the arinexation of Texas 10 that Uvion, which
ressfutions weje offered by the, Premdem of the *Umu;a SLalUS on the
fitst day ‘of Mafch, 1845 ; and / :

Whereas, the President ofthe U. States has eubmltwd to Texas the’ ﬁrst
and sédond sections of- the said resolution &s’the basis uptn \»mch
"Pegas may be admitted as one of the States of the said Union; anyl -

Whereas the.existing government of the Republic of Texus' hu‘astenb
od.10. the propusals thus made.-—the terms and conditions: @f ‘whick
tro as follow: . ( -
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" jorwr RESOLUYTION YOB ANNEXING TEXAS TO THE UNITED STATES.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representalives of the Uniled
States of America in Congress assembled, 'I'hat Cong't'zss doth cousent
that theterritory properly included within, and righttully belonging to, -,
the Republic of Texas, may be erected into a new Siate, to be called
the State ot Tuxas, with a republican form of government adopted by the
people of spid Republi¢, by deputies in convention assembled, with the
congent of the existing government, in erder that the same may be ad-
mitted vs ane of t:e States of this Union. '

2. And be it further resolved, ‘That the foregoing ¢onsent of Con-
gress is given upon the following conditions, to wit: Firsi—said State
to be formed. subject to the adjusiment by this Government of all ques.
tions of boundary that may. arise with other governmeots,~—and the
Coagtitution thereof, with the proper . evidence of itsadepton by the
people of said Republic of Texas, shall be transmived'to the President .
of the United Stites, to be laid before Congress for its final action, onor...
before the first day of January, 1846,  Second—suid State, when admit-
ted into the Union, aflier ceding to the Unjed States all public edifices,
fortifications, barracks, pertsand harbors, navy and pavy yards, docks,
magazines and armaments, and all other means pertaining to the public
defence, belonging tothe said Republic, shall retain all the public funds,
debts, taxes and dues of every kind which may belong to or be due and
owing to the said Republic: and shalt also retajn all the vacant and
unappropriated lands lying within its limits, to be applied to the payment -
- of the debts and liabilities of said Republic of Texas, and the residue of
said lands, afier discharging said debts and liabilities, 10 be disposed of
as said State may direct; bot in no-event are said debts and liabilities
to kecome a charge upon-the Government o the United States. Third—
New States-of convenient size, not exceeding four in' number, in addi-
tion 1o said State of Texas, and having sufficient population, may here-
after, by the cousent of said State, be formed out of the territory thereof,
which shall be entitleil-to admission under the provisions of the Federl
Constitution ; and such States ac may be farmed out of that portion of
said territory lying south ofthirty'six degrees thirty ménutes, north lati-
tude, commonly known as the Missouti Compromise Liuve, shall be ad-
mitted into the Union with or without slavery, as the. people of each :
State asking admission may desire: and in such State or States as shail
be formed out’ of said territory north of said Missouri Compromise
. Line. slavery, orinvolun,ary servitude (except for erima) shall be pro-

hibited,” v R S S

Now, invrder to-manifest the assent-ofthe people of this Républie, as
is required in rhe above ricited portions of said resolutions, we, the Dé-
. puties of the.people of Fexas in :Convention assembled, in their namae -
- ‘and byrtheir awthotity, do ordain and déclare shat sve assent to, and e~
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cept the proposals, conditions and guarantees contuined in ‘the first and
second sections of the Resolution o( the Conaress afthe U. Stalea ufore-
said,

[Here follow the names of the Dpleomesl

Mr. Mayfield moved the adopmn of the Ordinance: upow which
question the ayesand noes were takep, and stood as follows:

Ayes— Messts, President, Anderson, Armsirong of J, Armstrong of
“R., qulor Br.xshear,Btown. Burrounhs, CJld\»e.i Cazneau Clark,
Cmmmgham Cuney, Daroell, Davis, Evans, E verts, Forbes. Gage,
Hemphill, Henderson, Hicks, Hogg, Horton, HoHand Hunter, Irion,
Jeweit, Kinney, Laumer of R, R, Latimer of L, LPw:s, Love, Lump-
kin, Lusk, Lipscomb, Mayfield, McGowan, M Neill, Miller, - Moore,
Navarro,” Parker, Power, Kuins, Rucnels, Scott, SBmyth, Standefer.
Taylor, Van Zandi, White, Waod, Wrmbc and Young-55

No—Mr. Bache—1. ~

80 the Ordinance was adopzed \

On motion of Mr. Mayfield, it was ordered that the Ordinaice- ba
signed by the President and members of the bonvmmon and attested by
‘the Secretary of the Convention, * . '

- Mt. Jewett offered the following resolution :

*Resolved, That o committee of five be appointed, to prepare standmg
ru\es for conducting the business of the, Convention.  Adopted.~

Whereupon the President appointed® Messrs, Jewclt. Daraell, Von -
Zundt Latimerand Caldwell, as said commitiee,
‘Mr. Jewett oﬂ'ered the following reselution : ‘ .

Resolved That the Rules of the House of Repreeemanves, for the
government of said House, at the 9ih Congress, shall be adopted ; anti\. ‘
govern the deliberations of this Convention, so far as applicable, nnul
.- suchtime as thé commmee appomted to dmft rules, may repon. thesame,
‘Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Dav:s,, it was. ordered that copies of the Ordinance
adopled by this Convention] giving its assent to the annexation of Texas
.to the Government of the United States, be, by the President -of this
* Convention transmitted to the President of this Republic; and that
-~ $ie be requested to transmit an authepticated copy of the same to the Pre.

/nident of the United States; also, the President of the Convention to
“irafiemit to Maj. A, J. Doaelson, Chargé of the United States near hifis
“Republic, a copy of the same~—io be, by hxm, communicated to his

‘? ‘Government,© .
Mr. Love oﬁ'ered the fol]owmg resolunon

Resolverl That the members of this Convention wear crape ob their
ftarm, for one month, as a testimony of their regret for the decease of -
Gen ANDREW hcxaon Unammouely adopted by the Gouvemwn.
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On motien of Mr. Van Zandt, it was ordered that'a copv ofthe above
~wedolution, signed by the Piesident and Secretary of the Convention, be
trausmitied to the family of Gen. Andrew Jackson, déceasid.
On motion of Mr. Hemplhill, the Convemwu adjourned umil to-mor-
Fow mormng. 0o cloek N
b / ’ o

Saturday, 5th Iuly, 1845,

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Prayer by the Rev. Chauncey Richardson: =
Mr. Ca}dwe]l offered the following Ordinance ;

N AN ORmpANCE S
Relaiwe to the introduction of the United States' Troops inlo Texasa

. Whereas, the, ‘Governnent of the United States havmg passed resolus
, tions, by, which Texas may be annexed uud mcorpom!ed mto the
" American Urion; and - -

Whereas the Delemuos of.the people, in Convemmh ‘agsembled, baving
accvded 10 the pmpos.xl snbmitted by the President of the United
‘Stetes, to thé Government of Texas—and by said Government sub
mitted tothe peopl= thereof, 'and to this Convention; and =

Whereas, Lh(*re are many tribes' of Indians, belonfrmg to the Uhlte(}
States of America, located within, and adjacent to, the terntory of

# Tezas; therelore, for the security and trapquility of our frontier,.

Be it ordained by the Dﬂlegmes of the people in Convention assem-
ilcd That'the President of the U. Siates be, and. he is, hpreby, request-
led to ocetipy, without delay, the” frontier of this Republic, with such .
*3ro6ps as may bs necessary for its defence ; and the President of Texas
“dy‘requested 1o make known the same to the Government of the United
States, xhrourrh their represemame uear this Repubhc,

Read first time, - R
~ On motion, rule’sus spended —read Ssecond time and .
On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to a special committee, composed of
Messts. Gage, Mayﬁeld Caldwell, Cazneau, Liewis, Hemphnll Young,
Hunter, Anderson and Cunningham,
* 'On mation of Mr. Jewett, the Convention procceded 1o its funhel.
fganization.
Mr. Hemp‘nﬂ nominated fdr Assistant Secrpmry, Thomas Green.
Mr. Anderson nominated A, W, Luckett, Mr. Wright nominated Jas.
. Gillett. ‘I'he Convention then proceeded to bnllot and Mr. Green.
‘Having received a majority of all the votes given, upon the first ballos-.
jing, was declared duly elected lst Asswlam Bycretary df the Lonveb
,’gno o - .

'
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