JOURNALS

OF

THE CONVENTION

OF

THE FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE
OF TEXAS, IN GENERAL CONVENTION
ASSEMBLED.

In accordance with an ordinance, passed by the General Coun-
cil on the eleventh of December; A. D. one thousand eight hun-
dred and thirty-five, and sanetioned by his Excellency the Gover-
nor, Henry Smith, on the thirteenth of the same month; and with
a view to consummate the will and wishes of the General Council,
his Hxcellency the Governor, Henry Smith, did issue his proela-
mation to all municipal judges, Alcaldes and citizens, that elec-
tions should be held on the first day of February next, in all the
municipalities of Texas, for the purpose of electing delegates to
a Convention, to be held in the town of Washington, on the first
day of March ensuing, to be clothed with ample, unlimited or
plenary powers, as to the form of government to he adopted;
Provided, that no Constitution should go into effect, until the
same be submitted to the people, and confirmed by a majority
thereof. :

WASIINGTON, Turspay, March 1st, 1836.

There being a quorum of the delegates elect present,

On motion of Mr. Tverett,

Mr. Collingsworth was called to the chair.

On motion of Mw. Parmer,

Mr. Willis A. Taris was appointed Secretary pro. tem.

On motion of Mr. Parmer,

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to examine
and report upon the credentials of the delegates elect.
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4+ Proceedings of the Convention of Washington;

The question being taken thereon, it was decided in the affirm-
ative. Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Parmer, Everett
and Childress, and

On motion of Mr. Houston,

Mr. Zavala was added to said committee.

On motion of Mr. IToustoen,

The Convention adjourned until two o’clock.

TWO 0’CLOCK, P. M.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

The committee appointed to examine and report upon the cre-
dentials of the delegates elect, through their chairman, Mr. Par-
mer made the following Report, to wit:

From the municipality of Austin, Thomas Barnett and Charles
L. Stewart. ,

From the municipality of Brazoria, fdwin Waller, James Col-
lingsworth and Jokn 8. D). Byron.

From the municipality of Washington, Benjamin Briggs Good-
rich, G. W. Barnett, James 8S. Swesher and Jesse Grimes.

From the municipality of Mina, J. W. Bunton, Thomas J.Gaz-
ley and B. M. Coleman.

From the municipality of Gonzales, Mathew Caldwell and John
Fisher.

From the municipality of Milam, Sterling C. Robertson and
(Feorge C. Odildress.

From the municipality of Nacogdoches, Robert Potter.

From the mummpallty of San Auoustlr\e, Maortin Pormer, S. W.
Blount and K. O. Legrand.

Irom the municipality of Sabine, William Clark, Jr., and James
Gaines. A

From the municipality of Harrisburg, Lorenza de Zavala.

From the municipality of Jasper, Stephen H. Everett and George
W. Smith.

From the municipality of Matagorda, Baily Hardeman.

From the municipality of Jackson Elijah Stepp.

From the municipality of Shelby, Sidney 0. Pemington and Wil-
liam C. Crawford.”

From the municipality of Jefferson, Claiborne West and William
B. Scales.

From the municipality of Refugio, James Power, Samuel Hous-
ton, David Thomas and Edward Conrad.

From the municipality of Goliad, William Mollley.

From the municipality of San Patricio, John Turner.

From the municipality of Dejar, Francisco Ruis, Antonio Na-
varro and J. B. Badggett.

From the municipality of Pecan Point and vieinity, Bobert Ham-
iton, Richard Elhs and Collin McKinney.
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Proceedings of the Convention at Washington. 5

From the municipality of Colorado, William D. Lacy and Wil-
Iiam Menifee; and ’

On motion of Mr. Parmer,

The report was reccived and agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Potter, '

Resolved, That the Convention proceed to the election of a Presi-
dent of their body.

The question being taken it was agreed to. Mr. Everett nomi-
nated Mr. Ellig, and there being no opposition, Mr. Ellis was de-
clared unanimously elected President of the Convention, who was
conducted to the chair by Messrs. Collingsworth and Iverett;
whereupon the President addressed the Convention at some
length -on the importance of their duties.

On motion of Mr. Collingsworth,

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Secretary to fheir
body.

Mr. Collingsworth nominated Mr. W. A. Faris; Mr. West nomi-
nated Mr. . M. Pease; Mr. Legrand nominated Mr. . 8. Kim-
ball. - : ‘

The President appointed Messrs. Everett and Childress tellers,
and the votes being taken, the tellers reported, that

Mr. W. A. Faris received ten votes; Mr. E. M. Pease received
seven votes; Mr. S. TI. Kemball received twenty-four votes, where-
upon the President declared Mr. Kemball duly elected Secretary
to the Convention, who was conducted to the Secretary’s table by
Messrs. Everett and Childress.

- On motion of Mr. Potter,

The Convention proceeded to the election of "a Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Mr. Potter nominated Mr. Isham Parmer, and there being no
opposition, the President declared Mr. Parmer duly elected Ser-
geant-at-Arms of the Convention. '

On moticn of Mr. Potter,

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Door-Keeper.

Mr. Potter nominated Mr. John A. Hizer, and there being no
opposition, the President declared Mr. Hizer duly elected Door-
Keeper of the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Goodrich,

The Convention proceeded to the election of an assistant Secre-
tary and an engrossing Clerk.

Mr. Bunton nominated Mr. Pease for asgistant Secretary, and
Mr. Goodrich nominated Mr. Saul for engrossing Clerk, and there
being no opposition, the President declared them both duly
elected. .

On motion of Mr. Childress,

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of five to draft
a Declaration of Independence.
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6 Proceedings of the Convention at Washington.

Mr. Parmer offered the following as an amendment:

" Resolved, That the President appoint one delegate from each
" municipality a committee to draft a Declaration of Independence,

And the question heing taken thereon, it was decided in the
negative. .

The question recurring upon Mr. Childress’ resolution, it was
decided in the affirmative; whereupon the President appointed
Messrs. Childress, Gaines, Conrad, MeKinney and Hardeman, said
committee. :

On motion of Mr. Gazley,

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of five, to
draft rules for the order and government of the Convention,

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided «in the
affirmative: whereupon the President appointed Messrs. Gazdy,
Houston, Potter, Collingsworth and Bverett, said committee.

On motion of Mr. Everett,

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of three on
privileges and elections.

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in the
affirmative; whereupon the President appointed Messrs. Everett,
Stewart and Coleman, said .committee.

On motion of Mr. Parmer,

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of three to
wait upon Governor Henry Smith, and Lieutenant Governor Rob-
ertson, and Council, and notify them of the formation of the Con-
vention. ;

And the question being taken thereon, it was decided in the
affirmative; whereupon the President appointed Messrs. Parmer,
Houston, and Coleman, said committee.

On motion of Mr. Houston,

The Convention adjourned until to-morrow morhing at nine
o’clock. '

WEDNESDAY, MagrcH 2, 1836.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Gazley, chairman of the committee appointed to draft rules
for the order and government of the Convention, made the follow-
ing report.
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